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Week Ending Friday, June 22, 2001 


The President’s Radio Address 
June 16, 2001 


The First Lady. Good morning. This 
weekend millions of Americans will celebrate 
Father’s Day. On this day sons and daughters 
pause to reflect on all the ways in which our 
fathers and grandfathers contribute to our 
lives, with ball games and Band-Aids, advice 
and sacrifice, patience and strength. Words 
fall short when we attempt to describe the 
full extent of our love and appreciation for 
them, when we try to express our gratitude 
for everything they do for us. 

The fortunate among us know that we can 
always rely on a dad or a granddad. Sadly, 
there are those whose lives aren’t touched 
by the loving hand of a father. I hope they, 
too, find a way to observe this day with a 
— role model or other family members 

I am blessed to have many fond memories 
of my father. I remember fun trips together 
when I was a child, bumping along the dusty 
roads of west Texas in our car, heading for 
E] Paso, where my grandmother lived. 

My dad once said that when my mother 
brought him home to meet her parents for 
the first time, my grandmother was laying 
brick when they arrived. My dad thought he 
had married into a family whose women 
could do anything, and he made me believe 
that I could be anything. 

Whether our fathers live one room away, 
a plane flight away, or years away in the twi- 
light of our memories, we remember them 
as we commemorate Father’s Day. It’s a day 
to acknowledge all the spoken words and 
unspoken kindnesses that fathers and grand- 
fathers have shown us through the years. 

So thank you for your strength, your love, 
and your support for your children. Happy 
Father's Day to all of you. And I want to 
wish a happy Father's Day to the father of 
my children. Happy Father’s Day, Mr. Presi- 
dent. 

The President. Thank you, Laura. 


Many Americans believe that their father 
is the finest man they have ever known. 
That’s certainly true in my case. My dad pro- 
vided me with life’s greatest gift, uncondi- 
tional love. And he still makes sure all his 
children know how much he loves us. 

Fathers are so important in the lives of 
children: They provide love and encourage- 
ment; they are the object of a young child’s 
admiration; and they provide their sons and 
daughters with an example of what it means 
to be a good man. When fathers are absent, 
children are often lost to a world of hopeless- 
ness and hardship. Our laws should promote 
responsible fatherhood. 

And so our administration strongly sup- 
ports community-based fatherhood _ pro- 
grams. We are taking steps to make adoption 
more affordable. And for innocent children 
who are born into fractured families, we pro- 
vide support for mentoring programs. 

Ultimately, fatherhood is a deeply personal 
calling. Our own children are given to our 
care, and they depend on our love. Every 
parent knows that raising a child is among 
the most hopeful and affirming experiences 
a human being will ever know. 

So many of my generation had the same 
experience I did. When we held our children 
for the first time, we found ourselves. We 
found a world of duty and love that changed 
our lives. And since that day, “Dad” has been 
the most important title I have ever held or 
will ever hold. 

Laura and I wish all the fathers listening 
a happy Father’s Day. So many of you pro- 
vide to your children daily care and guidance, 
nurture and protection, discipline and love, 
and it’s making a world of difference. On be- 
half of them, we want to express our appre- 
ciation. 

Thank you for listening. 

NoTE: The address was recorded at 3:30 p.m. on 
June 11 in the Cabinet Room at the White House 


for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on June 16. The tran- 
script was made available by the Office of the 
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Press Secretary on June 15 but was embargoed 
for release until the broadcast. The Office of the 
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language 
transcript of this address. 


Remarks Prior to Discussions With 
Prime Minister Janez Drnovsek of 
Slovenia in Kranj, Slovenia 

June 16, 2001 


The President. {Inaudible|—the Prime 
Minister came to Austin to visit me when 
I was the Governor of Texas, along with then- 
Ambassador, now the Foreign Minister. We 
had a wonderful visit then, and I’m looking 
forward to a great exchange now. We had 
a good visit in the car coming here. And I’m 
so grateful for his hospitality to this most 
spectacular and beautiful country. It’s really 
beautiful. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 1 p.m. at Brdo Cas- 
tle. In his remarks, he referred to Minister of For- 
eign Affairs Dimitrij Rupel of Slovenia. A tape 
was not available for verification of the content 
of these remarks. 


Exchange With Reporters Prior to 
Discussions With President Vladimir 
Putin of Russia in Kranj 

June 16, 2001 


Q. Mr. President, any thoughts about this 
first meeting? 

President Putin. First impression? It was 
a good first impression. 

President Bush. | rest my case. [Laugh- 
ter] We're going to have a very good meeting, 
and I’ve been looking forward to this for a 
long period of time. We find we have a lot 
in common, and I’m so honored the Presi- 
dent came here. I know it’s inconvenient to 
travel such a _ long. distance, Mr. 
President 

President Putin. We know about the very 
latest statements of President Bush in War- 
saw, and that’s a very good foundation for 
us to proceed. 

President Bush. Thank you, all. 


NOTE: The exchange began at 2:45 p.m. at Brdo 
Castle. A tape was not available for verification 
of the content of this exchange. 
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The President’s News Conference 
With President Putin in Kranj 


June 16, 2001 


President Bush. Good afternoon. Presi- 
dent Putin and I have just concluded 2 hours 
of straightforward and productive meetings. 
We had a good discussion of our views of 
Russian-American relations and of the 
changing world at the beginnings of this new 
century. Our countries have common inter- 
ests, and we share great responsibilities. 

My meeting with President Putin today is 
an important step in building a constructive, 
respectful relationship with Russia, a rela- 
tionship that has the potential to benefit not 
only our two countries but also the world. 
Russia is an important country with vast po- 
tential. When Russia and the United States 
work together in a constructive way, we can 
make the world a safer and more prosperous 
place. 

I enjoyed the opportunity to meet Presi- 
dent Putin in person for the first time. I am 
convinced that he and I can build a relation- 
ship of mutual respect and candor. And I’m 
convinced that it’s important for the world 
that we do so. 

More than a decade after the cold war 
ended, it is time to move beyond suspicion 
and toward straight talk, beyond mutually as- 
sured destruction and toward mutually 
earned respect. As we work together to ad- 
dress the world as it is, not as it used to be, 
it is important that we not only talk dif- 
ferently; we also must act differently. 

We have great opportunities to cooperate 
on economic, commercial, regional, and se- 
curity issues. President Putin and I have 
agreed to launch an extensive dialog about 
a wide range of issues that we can construc- 
tively address together. 

We also discussed the importance of sound 
investment climate to improve Russia's fu- 
ture economic prosperity. I was so impressed 
that he was able to simplify his tax code in 
Russia with a flat tax. I’m not so sure I'll 
have the same success with our Congress. 

We must continue a dialog, so I’m pre- 
pared to send both Secretary O'Neill and 
Secretary Evans to Moscow soon to further 
our discussions. I want to encourage Russian 
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and American businesses to become more in- 
volved in our discussions, so that together, 
we can foster meaningful investments. Presi- 
dent Putin agrees with this approach. 

And we've agreed to launch regular de- 
tailed and serious consultations on the nature 
of our security relationship. I said to Presi- 
dent Putin that we need a new approach for 
a new era, an approach that protects both 
our peoples and strengthens deterrence by 
exploring and developing our new attitudes 
toward defenses and missile defenses. I’ve di- 
rected Secretary of State Powell and Sec- 
retary of Defense Rumsfeld to work with 
their Russian counterparts, to begin dis- 
cussing a new security framework. I have in- 
vited President Putin to Washington this fall. 
He accepted. He invited me to Russia, and 
I accepted. And I look forward to the visit. 

We also agreed to continue our coopera- 
tion and work toward common solutions on 
important regional issues, from the Balkans 
to Nagorno-Karabakh to Afghanistan. And 
we discussed our common interest in devel- 
oping the energy resources of the Caspian 
Basin in a way that benefits all the countries 
of the region. 

Respectful relations require honesty. And 
we did discuss areas where my country has 
differences with Russia, over Chechnya and 
over media relations. I also expressed my 
hope that Russia will develop constructive re- 
lations with its neighbors, like Georgia, that 
are trying to find their own way in a chal- 
lenging but hopeful world. 

This was a very good meeting. And I look 
forward to my next meeting with President 
Putin in July. I very much enjoyed our time 
together. He’s an honest, straightforward 
man who loves his country. He loves his fam- 
ily. We share a lot of values. I view him as 
a remarkable leader. I believe his leadership 
will serve Russia well. Russia and America 
have the opportunity to accomplish much to- 
gether; we should seize it. And today we have 
begun. 

And finally, I’m especially pleased we're 
able to have this meeting in Slovenia, one 
of the success stories of southeast Europe. 
In my meetings today with the President and 
the Prime Minister, I reaffirmed America’s 
support for Slovenia’s integration with Eu- 
rope and the Euro-Atlantic community. I es- 
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pecially thank the people of Slovenia, and I 
want to thank the leadership for such warm 
hospitality and congratulate the people on 
the 10th anniversary of its independence on 
June the 25th. 

I only regret not staying long enough to 
see Lake Bled or to climb Mount Triglav. 
Who knows, maybe I'll have the opportunity 
down the road. 

Mr. President. 

President Putin. First of all, I wanted to 
confirm everything that’s been said by Presi- 
dent Bush when he characterized our meet- 
ing. I could even add that I was counting 
on an open, frank dialog, confidential dialog. 
But in this regard, as they say in cases like 
this, reality was a lot bigger than expecta- 
tions, because this was not only a confidential 
discussion but extremely and all the way to 
more than what you could expect from frank- 
ness, because President Bush, as a person 
who has studied history, proposed a very 
global, wide-scale approach and view to his- 
tory. And it was very interesting and positive. 

We sat, talked about the past, about the 
present, about the future of our countries 
and about the development of the situation 
in the world for many years into the future. 
This was really a very interesting discussion. 
I think that we found a good basis to start 
building on our cooperation. We're counting 
on a pragmatic relationship between Russia 
and the United States. 

We compared our approaches in key areas. 
And once again, we established our common 
ground. I want to return now to what the 
President said very recently, that Russia and 
the United States are not enemies; they do 
not threaten each other; and they could be 
fully good allies. And taking into account the 
fact that the United States and the Russian 
Federation, as no one else, as no other coun- 
try of the world, have accumulated huge 
amounts of nuclear weapons, weapons of 
mass destruction, we bear a special responsi- 
bility for maintaining the common peace and 
security in the world, for building a new ar- 
chitecture of security in the world. 

All of this presupposes a very close co- 
operation for strengthening security in the 
21st century. And saying this, any unilateral 
actions can only make more complicated var- 
ious problems and issues. 
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One of the central topics of our discussion 
was the strengthening of strategic stability. 
We exchanged our views on our approaches. 
It was very important for me to hear how 
and what the President of the United States 
thinks and to hear directly from him. 

In turn, naturally, I expressed the ap- 
proaches of Russia in this sphere. The dif- 
ferences in approaches do exist, and natu- 
rally, in one short moment, it’s impossible 
to overcome all of them. But I am convinced 
that ahead of us we have a constructive dialog 
and the will to talk about these topics, to dis- 
cuss, to hear, to listen—to listen and to hear 
each other. And to my mind, this is very im- 
portant. 

The President and I have agreed that we’re 
going to tell our Ministers of Defense, Secre- 
taries of Defense, Foreign Ministers, to con- 
tinue in this vein, to continue this discussion 
without any pauses. 

Of course, we discussed some very difficult 
regional issues, the Near East and Afghani- 
stan and the Balkans. I have to say that this 
discussion showed that the differences in our 
approaches in the very fundamental areas are 
much less than that which unites us. The dif- 
ferences in our positions, positions of the two 
countries, really are not of a fundamental na- 
ture, a global nature, something which can- 
not be solved—not at all. I think that it would 
be very incorrect for us to start forcing out 
issues and arguments and not take into ac- 
count the very fundamental, main concepts 
and issues in our relationships, which are the 
basis and the whole foundation of the rela- 
tionship between the Russian Federation and 
the United States of America. 

The President and I are united in saying 
that the economic ties between our two 
countries do not correspond to the potential 
of our two countries. The Government of the 
Russian Federation, businessmen of both 
countries, and the 
course, can do a lot more to support the ef- 
fectiveness of our economic ties. And the 
President expressed that we need an addi- 
tional impulse from our businessmen, that 
we will do everything possible to receive a 
very high-level business delegation of the 
United States to Russia, moreover, especially 
if it is headed by one of the senior officials 
of the U.S. administration. 


administration, of 
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Here there are a lot of very specific issues. 
We talked about energy resources; we talked 
about using the Caspian Basin. You know, 
very soon the new pipeline system is going 
to go into effect, which is going to be trans- 
porting energy resources from the Caspian 
region through novie russkies. And this is a 
joint project of two companies, Russian and 
American companies. I’m sure that this will 
not be the last such project. 

I want to stress here that the issues that 
were discussed at Ljubljana are going to be 
the subject of our continuing dialog. And we 
really, in fact, did agree that we’re going to 
talk in Genoa; we're going to talk in Shanghai 
at the APEC Conference. And I’m very 
grateful to the President of the United States 
for inviting me to the United States. I would 
do it with great pleasure, especially because 
he invited to have me over at his ranch. And 
I'm going to receive him in my own home, 
not just in Russia but in my own home. 

And the last, in the last few months, and 
at the very threshold of our meeting, there 
was a lot of discussion about the fact that 
U.S.-Russian relations are overburdened by 
problems and issues that are somehow reach- 
ing a critical stage. I think the very nature 
and the result of our discussion today be- 
tween myself and the President of the United 
States will put an end to all of these rumors. 
We see very clearly a very positive prospect 
of our re lationship in the future. And we are 
all geared up to work in the future construc- 
tively, pragmatically, and to establish very 
good, predictable relationship. 

And of course, I cannot but say the very 
highest about the hospitality of our hosts, 
who provided us with all the conditions nec- 
essary for holding this very good meeting— 
good, moral atmosphere. 

Thank you. Thank you ever so much. 

Moderator. Dear colleagues, we have said 
that we're going to give the first opportunity 
to ask a question to journalists from Slovenia, 
please. 


[At this point, a question was asked, and an 
English translation was not provided. | 


President Bush. | don’t think the inter- 
preter could have done it in English, but any- 
way, go ahead. 
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NATO Enlargement 


Q. On the next summit in Prague, where, 
according to Lord Robertson, enlargement 
will happen, and what is the Russian position 
on enlargement? 

President Bush. | went to my first NATO 
summit, and there appears to be a uniform 
desire to expand NATO. This is certainly the 
position of my country. But as I reminded 
the leaders today, that there is a process, and 
the countries must work toward that process. 
I am impressed by the progress being made 
in this country, and we will take that under 
consideration when we meet in Prague a year 
from this fall. 


The Balkans 


Q. A question for you, Mr. Putin. You're 
leaving from Slovenia, straight to Belgrade. 
Do you have any concrete solutions for the 
Balkan crisis? 

President Putin. As 1 understand you, 
what you have in mind is the situation in the 
region. 

Yes, it’s working. It’s working. It’s good to 
have dealings with effective people that make 
things work. 

As I understand it, what you have in mind 
is the overall situation in the Balkans, right? 
Macedonia, Kosovo, et cetera, right? Well, 
we do have our own idea, vision of what's 
happening here and how we should act. 

Today we did discuss with the President 
of the United States, Mr. Bush. The most 
important things that we have to really pay 
attention to is to put an effective block, an 
end to any kind of extremism and feelings 
of intolerance—religious intolerance. People 
who are trying to solve, no matter how com- 
plex an issue of national or ethnic or religious 
conflict—weapons simply are not those kinds 
of things which can solve these problems. 

In some of the countries of the former So- 
viet Union, for instance—you probably know, 
we talk about this very often—in the Baltic 
States, for instance, we feel that human rights 
are damaged, especially of the ethnic Russian 
populations. In Latvia, for instance, 40 per- 
cent of the population is Russian-speaking, 
a huge number of non-citizens—in other 
words, people who can’t even get citizenship. 
We don’t send weapons there. We don’t sup- 
port those people. We don’t call it terrorism. 
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We don’t try to get people to rise up on the 
basis of national or ethnic origin or religious 
feelings. We don’t encourage people to take 
up arms to fight against that. 

I stress against, and I insist that people 
who try to do this do not deserve the support 
of the international community. But on the 
contrary, the international community must 
say once and for all, everybody who does this 
will receive due answer. These things can 
only be solved through negotiations. This is 
a very difficult process. It requires patience, 
but there is no other way. 


National Missile Defense/Nuclear 
Proliferation 


Q. A question to both of you, if I may. 
President Putin, President Bush has said that 
he’s going to go forward with his missile de- 
fense plans basically with or without your 
blessing. Are you unyielding in your opposi- 
tion to his missile defense plan? Is there any- 
thing you can do to stop it? 

And to President Bush, did President 
Putin ease your concern at all about the 
spread of nuclear technologies by Russia, and 
is this a man that Americans can trust? 

President Bush. Yes. Do you want to go 
first? 

President Putin. Now, as far as the issue 
of antimissile defense, the official position of 
the Russian Government is known. I don’t 
think we need to spend time to, yet again, 
declare it. We proceed from the idea that 
the 1972 ABM Treaty is the cornerstone of 
the modern architecture of international se- 
curity. We proceed from the premise that 
there are elements which unite us with our 
partners in the United States. 

When we hear about things like concerns 
of the future and about threats from the fu- 
ture, we do agree that together, we have to 
sit down and have a good think about this. 
But we proceed from the idea that these con- 
cerns and threats are different kinds of 
things. Threats have to be defined. We have 
to look at where they come from and then 
make some decisions as to how we have to 
counter them. 

We feel that we can do it best together. 
Based upon today’s dialog, I’ve come to the 
conclusion, and the impression, that we 
might have a very constructive development 
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here in this arena; at least the President of 
the United States listened carefully. He lis- 
tens to our arguments very care fully. But I 
think the spe cial ists, as I have said before, 
have to sit down, have contact to identify the 
overall pletion that we’re going to work 
from, and try to find a wi iy toge ther to solve 
these problems. 

Now, as far as the issues of proliferation 
and nonproliferation, | have to say that in 
our opinion, this is a topic that’s very, very 
closely tied to the ABM Treaty, because 
many other things are hooked onto this same 
string, and many threshold states, when it 
comes to the destruction of a previous ac- 
cord, can only be happy and say, 
tastic. 


“Look, fan- 
Yesterday, we were threshold. Nobody 
agreed— nobody took any account of us— 
now, today, recognize us.” This is a problem 
we're going to have to really think very hard 
about. 

Can we trust Russia? I’m not going to an- 
swer to that. I could ask the very same ques- 
tion. 

President Bush. | found him to be very 
straightforward and trustworthy. We had a 


very good dialog. I was able to get a sense 


of his soul, a man deeply committed to his 
country and the best interests of his country. 
And I appreciated so very much the frank 
dialog 


Thre was no kind of diplomatic chitchat, 
trying to throw each other off balance. There 
was a straightforward dialog. And that’s the 
beginning of a very constructive relationship. 
I wouldn’t have invited him to my ranch if 
I didn’t trust him. [Laughter] 

Secondly, I appreciate the opportunity to 
be able to talk about a new relationship, and 
we will continue these dialogs. The basis for 
my discussion began with this simple 
premise, that Russia and the United States 
must establish a new relationship beyond that 
of the old cold war mentality. The cold war 
said loud and clear that we’re opponents and 
that we bring the peace through the ability 
for each of us to destroy each other. 

Friends don’t destroy each other. People 
who cooperate do not have a basis of peace 
on destruction. Our nations are confronted 
with new threats in the 21st century: Terror 
in the hands of what we call rogue nations 
is a threat. I expressed my concern, and so 
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did the President, very openly, about nations 
on his border and nations that can’t stand 
America’s freedoms developing the capacity 
to hold each of us hostage. And he agreed. 
I brought up concerns about Iran. And I’m 
hesitant to put words in the President's 
mouth, but he said he’s concerned, as well 
I think that accurately categorizes your posi- 
tion—and we'll work together to stop the 
spread of weapons of mass destruction. And 
I believe as we go down the road that we'll 
be able to develop a constructive relationship 
as to how to use our technologies and re- 
search and willingness to keep the peace, in 
a way that makes the world more peaceful. 
I was so pleased that we were able to begin 
constructive, real dialog between our Sec- 
retary of Defense Rumsfeld and Mr. Andrei 
Ivanov. These will be fruitful discussions, and 
I believe what people will see is a strategy, 
a joint strategy. The President’s a history 
major, and so am I. And we remember the 
old history. It’s time to write new history in 
a positive and constructive way. 


NATO Expansion 


Q. This is a question to both Presidents, 
if you allow. Mr. Bush, you partially an- 
swered— you talked about issues of strate gic 
security; you talked about the future. In this 
connection, could you tell us anything about 
what you talked about in the expansion of 
NATO? Thank you. 

President Bush. |Inaudible|—to expand, 
so long as nations met their obligations and 
fulfilled their—met what’s called the MAP 
process. I said yesterday in Poland, I felt like 
a secure border for Russia, a border with safe 
and friendly nations, is positive. And I ex- 
pressed my government's position very plain- 
ly. And the President, of course, had a reac- 
tion, which I’m sure he'll give you right now. 

I thought he was going to give it to you 
right now. [Laughter] 

President Putin. Yes, I'm going to lay it 
out for you. I’m going to lay it out for you. 
Look, I’m going to read to you something 
which was recently declassifie d. Speaking for 
myself—look this was printed a while back, 
but there’s a document—attached addendum 
documents which were secret. Copy declas- 
sified; it was top secret. Look, here it is. This 
is a note of the Soviet Government from 
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1954, sent to the countries of NATO. Here’s 
what it says: “The leadership, holding to its 
inalienable policy and taking into account all 
the tensions, this Soviet Government an- 
nounces its intention to enter into discussions 
with NATO countries about its participation 
in NATO, with the North Atlantic Treaty Or- 
ganization.” 

And this was the answer—look, here’s the 
answer: The Soviet Government proposed— 
they were talking about the widening of the 
NATO pact and what they're going to do 
about bringing the Soviet Union in. “There 
is no need to stress the completely unrealistic 
nature of such a proposal from the Soviet 
Union.” That’s the answer that NATO gave. 

So what we're talking about here, you re- 
member about a year ago, I think, somebody 
asked a question about, “What’s your atti- 
tude? Is it possible that Russia is going to 
join in NATO or not?” I said, “Why not?” 
And right away, Mrs. Albright, former Sec- 
retary of State—she was some place ona trip 
to Europe—she said, “Look, we're not talk- 
ing about this right now.” 

Look, you understand that our attitude to- 
ward NATO was not one toward an enemy 
organization; of course not. And I’m very 
grateful to the President of the United States 
that finally, from the territory of the United 
States, these words were heard. This is very 
important for us. We value this. When a 
President of a great power says that he wants 
to see Russia as a partner, and maybe even 
as an ally, this is worth so much to us. 

But if that’s the case, then, look, we ask 
ourselves a question: Look, this is a military 
organization. Yes, it’s military. They don’t 
want us there; they don’t want us there. It’s 
moving toward our border. Yes, it’s moving 
toward our border. Why? 

So this is the foundation of all our con- 
cerns, not just to bring it in or not bring it 
in, or accept NATO or not accept NATO. 
Look, the positive feeling that we now have 
developed today with President Bush, this 
could be a separate subject of discussion. Be- 
cause you know Russia is cooperating with 
NATO, we have an agreement; we have asso- 
ciation; we have various accords and treaties; 
and there’s no need to fire up this whole situ- 
ation. 


National Missile Defense 


Q. Mr. President, did you offer President 
Putin any inducements in this conversation 
to ease his opposition to a U.S. missile de- 
fense plan? 

And President Putin, to follow up on your 
comments just now, does the simple fact of 
President Bush saying that Russia is not an 
enemy actually change your strategic or mili- 
tary planning? 

President Bush. | offered something, 
logic and a hopeful tomorrow. I offered the 
opportunity, which the President is going to 
seize, for us, as leaders of great powers, to 
work together. 

We have a unique opportunity to address 
the true threats of the 21st century together. 
We have a great moment during our tenures 
to cast aside the suspicions and doubts that 
used to plague our nations. And I’m com- 
mitted to do so. 

I said in Poland, and I'll say it again, Russia 
is not the enemy of the United States. As 
a matter of fact, after our meeting today, I’m 
convinced it can be a strong partner and 
friend, more so than people could imagine. 

The leader of Russia is working hard on 
behalf of his people to promote prosperity 
and peace. And I believe our nations can 
work together to achieve prosperity and 
peace, not only within our respective coun- 
tries but around the world. I believe that. 

And so we didn’t have a bargaining session. 
We had a session of two men who have come 
to office for the right purpose, not only to 
represent our countries but given our stand- 
ing, our respective standings, to work to- 
gether to deal with the threats of the 21st 
century. A threat of the 21st century is en- 
ergy. A threat of the 21st century is poverty. 
A threat of the 21st century is the spread 
of weapons of mass destruction. 

And as the President said to me clearly, 
he said that, “You're not the only nation that 
cares about weapons of mass destruction; we 
care.” And we have an opportunity to do that. 
We have an opportunity to reject extremists 
that could threaten our respective nations 
and respect our—and threaten our alliances. 
And we will do so. We will do so. 

And today has been a very constructive 
day. Everybody is trying to read body lan- 
guage. Mark me down as very pleased with 
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the progress and the frank discussion. We 
will meet again in July, then later in the fall. 
Then we'll have the great Crawford, Texas, 
summit. And I believe that people who watch 
carefully our relationship will see that it 
grows and emerges. It starts with trust. Ron 
[Ron Fournier, Associated Press] asked 
great question: Can I trust him? And I can. 
And from that basis we can begin a very fruit- 
ful relationship. 

Q. So there were no specific—that you of- 
fered in this meeting, just logic? 

President Bush. We did not—well, first 
of all, our relationship is larger than just secu- 
rity relationships. It’s bigger than figuring out 
how to deal with the ABM Treaty; it’s much 
bigger than that. It deals with two leaders 
who share values. 

The President told me something very in- 
teresting. He said, “I read where you named 
your daughters after your mother and your 
mother-in-law.” And I said, “Yes, I’m a great 
diplomat, aren’t 1?” [Laughter] And he said, 
“I did the same thing.” [Laughter] I said, 
“Mr. President, you're a fine diplomat, as 
well.” We share our love for our families. 
We've got common interests. And from that 
basis we will seize the moment to make a 
difference in the world. That’s why he ran 
for the Presidency, and it’s why I ran for the 
Presidency. 

This is not a bargaining session. The Presi- 
dent didn’t say, “You know, if you do this, 
I'll do that.” It’s bigger than that. It’s a bigger 
relationship than that, and it’s important to 
understand that. 


Russia-U.S. Relations 

Q. Question on whether the simple fact 
of President Bush saying that you are no 
longer—the United States is not your enemy 
actually changes your military thinking or 
your strategic thinking and planning? 

President Putin. This is not a question; 
I think this has become an interview. [Laugh- 
ter] But look, nonetheless, I'll respond. It’s 
not by accident that I said that’s it’s impor- 
tant for us. And it seems to me that if you 
start with a mutual understanding that we 
are partners, that’s the way we're going to 
move to try to solve this very important issue. 

Look, we didn’t just sit down and say that 
our specialists are going to meet, and they're 
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going to have an exchange of views. But we 
agreed that they're going to discuss very spe- 
cific questions which cause concern to both 
sides, very specific items. I’m not prepared 
right now to get into this publicly, but we're 
talking about specifics. 

Moreover, I have to say that between Rus- 
sia and the United States, we have two proto- 
cols that we signed on nonstrategic ABM sys- 
tems in New York, and I think it was in Hel- 
sinki. And this, too, is a subject of very special 
review. I think the specialists should define 
all these things. Again, I define—I repeat— 
define the threats and those things which just 
stand in the way; to look at the power that 
both countries have to neutralize these 
threats. I think we can work out a common 


approach. 


Russia-U.S. Economic Ties 


Q. To both Presidents, if you allow. Get- 
ting back to trade and economic issues, ties 
between our two countries, how soon do you 
think we can expect a delegation of American 
businessmen to Moscow? And do you have 
any plans on creating an intergovernmental 
commission of various agencies, which could 
stimulate economic ties between the United 
States and Russia? Thank you. 

President Bush. |'ll talk to the Secretary 
of Commerce as soon as I get back and tell 
him of our agreement and get him moving. 
Sometimes I worry a little bit about commis- 
sions. If commissions exist just to exist, then 
I don’t think it’s fruitful. If commissions exist 
in order to stimulate action, then perhaps. 

Let me say one other area where the 
United States is in agreement with Russia. 
We think Russia ought to be admitted into 
the World Trade Organization. And we'll 
work toward that end. The Russian President 
has expressed a desire to join the WTO, and 
I think it makes sense. I think that will help 
a lot. And there’s a lot of areas in our business 
relationships. 

I reminded the President that oftentimes, 
people speak in terms of—they say Russia 
is a country of great resources, only referring 
to the energy resources, the mining re- 
sources, the timber resources. That’s true. 
But Russia has got a resource that’s invalu- 
able in this new era, and that’s brainpower. 
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Russia's got great mathematicians and engi- 
neers who can just as easily participate in the 
high-tech world as American engineers and 
American mathematicians. And that’s an area 
of great interest to me, and it’s an area of 
great interest to the President. It’s an area 
where we can begin a fruitful dialog. 

The deployment of capital is something 
that’s very important to Russia; it’s important 
to our businessmen. The President under- 
stands it’s important to have rule of law, a 
reasonable tax system, transparency in the 
economy. And he’s working toward that, and 
I am grateful. Our businessmen and our Sec- 
retary of Commerce will hear that when they 
travel to Russia. 

President Putin. You know, I agree with 
the President in that to overload our relation- 
ship by a variety of bureaucratic structures 
and organizations—that’s not always justi- 
fied. The most important thing is to create 
favorable conditions for effective work by the 
business community. We know the plans of 
President Bush with respect to his taxation 
policy and with respect to other measures 
which he is planning, with respect to the 
economy of the United States. 

From our part, we still have to do so much 
that would make Russia attractive for foreign 
investors. Although among international in- 
vestors, the Americans are in first place. Nat- 
urally, first and foremost, we have to take 
care of the issues of the energy problem in 
the world at large. American business is 
showing a great interest in this sphere. 

But we also know that President Bush has 
plans in the atomic energy field. Here, too, 
we think we’ve got a couple of things we 
could talk about. We have a very fruitful area 
of cooperation we could work in. We have 
a number of various structures that are work- 
ing very appropriately now in reprocessing 
uranium. We've got pretty good cooperation 
in space now. It seems to me that to a signifi- 
cant extent, that which exists now, it is func- 
tioning very successfully now, the space sta- 
tion, the International Space Station and the 
participation of the United States and Russia. 
We have so many other areas we’d like to 
work in. But when the businessmen come— 
that depends, of course, on the U.S. side— 
but we'll receive them at any time that’s ap- 
propriate to them. 
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NOTE: The President’s llth news conference 
began at 5:30 p.m. at Brdo Castle. President Putin 
spoke in Russian, and his remarks were translated 
by an interpreter. In his remarks, President Bush 
referred to his mother, Barbara Bush, mother-in- 
law, Jenna Welch, and his daughters, Jenna and 
Barbara P.; Russian Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Igor Ivanov; and President Milan Kucan and 
Prime Minister Janez Drnovsek of Slovenia. The 
President also referred to MAP process, NATO’s 
Membership Action Plan process. President Putin 
referred to former Secretary of State Madeline 
K. Albright. A reporter referred to NATO Sec- 
retary General Lord Robertson. 


Remarks Following a Meeting With 
Secretary of State Colin L. Powell 
and an Exchange With Repeorters 


June 18, 2001 


The President. Good morning. The Sec- 
retary and I were following up on our recent 
trip to Europe. I had some conversations 
today with the President of Spain, the Prime 
Minister of Britain, the President of Poland, 
to brief them on my conversations with Presi- 
dent Putin. 

The conversation with President Putin was 
positive. It indicated to me that we can have 
a very frank and honest relationship, that 
there are areas where we can work together. 
And I shared with those three leaders the 
summary of my discussions with him. 

They were most pleased that the conversa- 
tion went well. They were pleased to hear 
that the United States welcomes Russia to 
look westward and will help Russia do so. 
And they were pleased to hear we're going 
to send some delegations over to Russia to 
have economic dialog. 

So the Secretary is here today, where we 
can follow up and put an action plan in place 
to take advantage of the cooperation that I’m 
confident can exist. 


Senior Adviser on Strategic Initiatives 
Karl Rove 


Q. Mr. President, I was wondering what 
your level of confidence is, sir, in one of your 
senior political advisers, Mr. Rove? It seems 
that some Republicans have voiced dis- 
pleasure about some of the issues and deci- 
sions he was involved in recently—Vieques 





934 


among them—as well as the calls for inves- 
tigation of him, sir, in the House. I’m just 
wondering what your level of confidence is. 

The President. My level of confidence 
with Karl Rove has never been higher. He’s 
a man of—he gives me sound advice. He ad- 
heres to the ethical rules of our Government, 
and he’s doing a great job on behalf of the 
American people. 


Situation in Macedonia 


Q. Mr. President, President Putin is now 
that the 
shows signs of becoming another, sort of, 


warning situation in Macedonia 
Kosovo, and in particular, he’s called for clos- 
ing the border between Kosovo and Mac- 
edonia, Albania and Macedonia. Are those 
steps that you would support? And what do 
you think can be done to avoid having the, 
sort of, U.S.-Russian tensions that occurred 
during the Kosovo crisis? 

The President. Well, we strongly believe 
we need to shut off the border between 
Kosovo and Macedonia. As a matter of fact, 
our troops that participate in KFOR are 
doing just that 

President Putin also believes that we ought 
to all work together to achieve a political so- 
And the Sec retary of State—he’ll be 
glad to comment on that—has worked very 
closely with Mr. Trajkovski, as well as the 
legitimate Albanians, those who aren't ex- 


lution 


tremists, those who want the Government to 
work. We are—as you know, there was a 
meeting over the weekend, right before the 
weekend, where democratically-elected offi- 


cials in Macedonia met to determine how 
best to fashion a constitution that meets mi- 
nority needs. We strongly support that proc- 
ess. 

I believe we can work with the Russians. 
We share the same interests, which is a stable 
Macedonia. Our Governments understand 
that a Macedonia that is fractured, where ex- 
tremists are able to make headway is a—it 
will create instability in the region. 


U.S.S. Cole Investigation 


Q. Mr. President, can you comment, sir, 
on reports out of Yemen that the FBI inves- 


tigators that are looking into the bombing of 


the U.S.S. Cole are leaving the area? 
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The President. I'm not in a position to 
make comments on that right now. Once we 
finish our full investigation, our Government 
will be willing to discuss that. 

Q. Are you pleased with the pace of the 
investigation, sir? 

The President. I'd rather not comment 
about ongoing investigations, particularly in 
regards to the security of the country. 


Energy Price Controls 

Q. With the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission meeting on the California 
power crisis—price Crisis today, are you still 
as firmly opposed, as you've said in the past, 
to mandatory, strict price controls? 

The President. | am, because price con- 
trols do not create additional supply, nor do 
they reduce demand. I think price controls 
would not benefit the California consumer. 
it wouldn't help solve the problem. I’m inter- 
ested in seeing what FERC comes up with. 
They're not talking about firm price controls 
They're talking about a mechanism to—as I 
understand it—a mechanism to mitigate any 
severe price spike that may occur, which is 
completely different from price controls. 

Q. Do you like that idea? 

The President. | want to see what they 
have to say. I haven’t had a chance to fully 
look at what their proposal is. As you know, 
it’s an independent organization. And al- 
though I've had the opportunity of naming 
two members, I believe, to the FERC, they 
are independent. They know full well my ad- 
ministration’s belief that price controls will 
not solve the problem. And a lot of folks in 
California understand that, as well. 

Again, | repeat, price controls do not in- 
crease supply nor reduce demand, and that’s 
precisely what is needed in the State of Cali- 
fornia. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 9:20 a.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to President Jose Maria Aznar of 
Spain; Prime Minister Tony Blair of the United 
Kingdom; President Aleksander Kwasnieski of Po- 
land; President Vladimir Putin of Russia; and 
President Boris Trajkovski of the former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia. A tape was not available 
for verification of the content of these remarks. 
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Remarks to Agricultural Leaders 
June 18, 2001 


Well, thank you very much. It’s nice to be 
home. [Laughter] And welcome to the peo- 
ple’s home. As I’m sure you can imagine, it 
is an unimaginable honor to live here, and 
it was an unimaginable honor to represent 
our Nation overseas. 

We had a really good trip, and I’m sure 
Ambassador Zoellick will brief you on the 
trip after I say a few words. But let me just 
say to you that—well, first, let me thank Ann 
Veneman for the job she’s doing. 1 knew 
when I picked her, I picked a re ally smart, 

capable leader. And she has fulfille d all ex- 
pectations. She’s going to do a great job as 
representing an incre dibly important part of 
our Nation’s economy and our Nation’s cul- 
ture. So, Madam Secretary, thank you very 
much for your leadership. Zoellick, thank 
you, sir, for your leadership, as well. 

I told people when I—that should I be- 
come the President, we would never use agri- 
culture as a throwaway, as just a bargaining 
tool. And when I interviewed my friend Bob 
Zoellick, who I’ve known for a while, I said, 
“I want you to understand, the cornerstone 
of good trade policy is good ag policy. And 
we're not going to leave our farmers and 
ranchers behind when it comes to inter- 
national agreements. ” 

And I think you’re going to find when he 
talks to you and when you question him, he’s 
going to hold true to that philosophy. And 
I'm proud of his work. He’s tough and he’s 
steady, and I've got a pretty good look at who 
he’s negotiating against—({laughter|—but 
he’s going to do a fine job for all of America, 
including the agricultural sector. 

I’m honored that Members of the United 


States Senate are here, and Members of the 


House of Representatives are here. Mr. 
Chairman—well, Mr. Ex-Chairman. {Laugh- 
ter) Thank you all for coming. [Laughter] 
We're going to discuss here an incredibly 
important issue, and that is, how do we make 
sure American agriculture thrives and sur- 
vives and grows stronger over time? It starts 
with understanding a couple of things. One, 
that we needed tax relief so that those farm- 
ers and ranchers who are actually in the black 
can keep more of what they make. And 
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thanks to Members here, we got good tax 
relief. 

And by the way, we also eliminated the 
death tax, which is incredibly important to 
American agriculture. And I want to thank 
you all on the stage here for—as well as your 
Members, for working hard to make the case 
that getting rid of the death tax is only fair, 
and that for those who worry about urban 
sprawl and issues such as that, that getting 
rid of the death tax is going to allow the fam- 
ily farm or the family ranch to pass from one 
generation to the next. And so it’s a good 
piece of legislation, and many of you all 
helped make the case. And for that, all of 
us are grateful. 

I also said in the campaign I’d work for 
value-added processing, that I wanted to 
make sure that the products we grew at home 
here had received enhanced value because 
of U.S. processing. And part of our energy 
plan, as you learned recently, includes eth- 
anol. And that’s an important part of an agri- 
culture and an energy and an environmental 
mix that I think is best for the United States 
of America. 

And finally, trade. And it’s incredibly im- 
portant for our Americans to understand how 
important trade is. The agricultural sector 
understands that. Twenty-five percent of 
farm receipts are generated by exports. One- 
quarter of all the revenues coming into the 
farm economy are generated as a result of 
a farmer in America or a rancher in America 
selling that product overseas. And that’s as 
it should be. Our farmers and ranchers are 
the most efficient producers in the world. 
This is an area where our country has a com- 
petitive advantage. We’re really good at it. 
And the job of this administration must be 
to open up more markets for ag products. 

I used to tell people in the course of the 
campaign, I want America to feed the world. 
I want our great Nation that’s a land of great, 
efficient producers to make sure people don’t 
go hungry. And it starts with having an ad- 
ministration committed to knocking down 
barriers to trade, and we are. 

And you're about to hear from the Trade 
Representative, Ambassador Zoellick, who 
will describe to you a coupie of things: one, 
that we want a new round of WTO discus- 
sions started with ag at its core, and it will 
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be. I know there are some concerns about 
NAFTA in the country, but if people look 
at the statistics, farm exports to Mexico have 
doubled, nearly doubled, since NAFTA. 
That’s important. I do believe we ought to 
expand the free trade of the Americas. I want 
this whole hemisphere trading in freedom, 
and I think it makes sense for our farmers 
and ranchers to do so. 

In order for me to be as effective as I can 
be—and by the way, we understand this, too, 
and this is important for people to under- 
stand that our farmers face incredible bar- 
riers to trade. And let me just give you a 
few statistics. The EU’s tariffs for over-quota 
beef is between 91 percent and 177 percent. 
Japan’s tariff for over-quota wheat is between 
242 percent and 256 percent. Canada’s tariff 
on over-quota butter is between 299 percent 
and 314 percent. Not only do America’s 
farmers and ranchers face overt tariffs, 
there’s hidden barriers, as well, such as unsci- 
entific thought about the products we grow. 
One of the things Ambassador Zoellick and 
I talked about is making decisions based 
upon sound science, and not using science 
as a—or false science as a way to block entry 
for U.S. products. 

And Zoellick also came back with some 
pretty good news from China. I don’t know 
if you have all been following his negotiations 
there, but we're beginning to get our bilateral 
agreement with China made. And he can give 
you the details. But the agreement with 
China will end export subsidies and, we an- 
ticipate, boost U.S. agricultural exports to 
China by $2 billion a year. He sat down and 
rolled up his sleeves and kept in mind what 
I asked him to do. And he delivered a good 
agreement. 

But there’s more to do, and he told the 
Chinese that our bilateral agreements—that 
compliance, an early test of their willing to 
trade, will depend upon bilateral agreements 
on citrus and wheat, meat. And so we're just 
making—we’re beginning to open up that big 
market. And I think the Ambassador de- 
serves a lot of credit. But don’t give him any 
until he describes exactly what he did to you. 
[Laughter] 

But what I really want to do is to urge 
you all to help us get a trade promotion au- 
thority bill out of the Congress. I realized 
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how important that was when I went over- 
seas. I realized how important it was when 
I was at the Summit of the Americas. We’ve 
got countries in our hemisphere saying, “Will 
you trade with us?” And I say,“You bet.” It’s 
a free-trading administration, so long as ev- 
erything is level and fair. And they say,“But 
how can we know you can trade with us when 
we negotiate a deal and you don’t have the 
authority to strike it without having to submit 
the bills to every single amendment there 
could be up on the Hill?” 

You see, they recognize that other Presi- 
dents used to have trade promotion author- 
ity. And now I don’t. And we’re missing some 
great opportunities, not only in our hemi- 
sphere but around the world. These are op- 
portunities for people who earn a living the 
hard way. These are hard—these are oppor- 
tunities for hard-working ranchers and farm- 
ers. These are opportunities for working peo- 
ple. 

I believe the more we trade overseas, the 
more prosperity there is at home. And I urge 
the Congress—and I know the Members 
here understand this—to pass trade pro- 
motion authority so this administration can 
open up markets all around the world. This 
is an important piece of legislation. This leg- 
islation is one of my top priorities because 
it’s—a top priority of mine is the health of 
the agriculture sector in America. 

You know, my wife just took off for 
Crawford, Texas, today. When we go there, 
people are wondering whether or not they 
can make a living off the land. And they're 
more likely to be able to do so with more 
markets open. 

And I mean a trade promotion authority 
bill, too, that’s not laden down with all kinds 
of excuses not to trade. I want a bill that 
doesn’t have these codicils on it that frighten 
people from trading with us. I like to remind 
people that if you're a poor nation, it’s going 
to be hard to treat your people well. And 
if you’re a poor nation, it’s going to be hard 
to have good environmental policy. And trade 
is the best way to eliminate poverty. There- 
fore, our trade agreements ought to be free 
from codicils which prevent us from freely 


trading. 
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And so I want to thank you for coming 
to the White House to give me an oppor- 
tunity to urge you to work with these five 
Senators and three Congressmen, to work 
hard to get this trade promotion authority 
moving. 

The power to be—well, most of the power 
that be—sits right here. And these Members 
can use your help, as can we. This call to 
arms for trade promotion authority is not a 
hollow call. This is important. It’s not only 
important for this President; it’s important 
for future Presidents, because the world is 
a fantastic opportunity for us. And it’s an op- 
portunity we have got to seize if we expect 
to have prosperity in one of the most vital 
sectors in our Nation, and that’s prosperity 
on our farms and ranches, a place not only 
where people will hopefully be able to make 
a good living, but a place where people nur- 
ture the great values of America: faith and 
family. 

It’s my honor to be here, to have you here. 
Thanks for coming. I appreciate so very 
much your giving us a chance to call you into 
action. I’m honored to be up here with your 
leaders, and I do want to thank the Members 
of the Senate and the House for being here, 
as well. 

God bless America. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 2:28 p.m. in the 
East Room at the White House. 


Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Transmitting a Report on Haiti 


June 18, 2001 


Dear . 
Pursuant to section 559(b) of the Foreign 
Operations, Export Financing, and Related 
Programs Appropriations Act, 2000, I hereby 
transmit to you the final semiannual report 
concerning the status of Haiti’s progress. 
The report contains eight subsections that 
rovide information required by section 
559(b) of the Act. These subsections address: 
e Governmental Institutions Envisioned 
in the 1987 Haitian Constitution; 
e Privatization of Haiti’s Major Public En- 
tities; 
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e Efforts to Re-sign the Lapsed Bilateral 
Repatriation Agreement, and Coopera- 
tion in Halting Illegal Migration; 
Investigation and Prosecution of 
Extrajudicial and Political Killings, and 
Cooperation with the United States in 
Such Investigations; 

Removal and Maintenance of Separa- 
tion of Human Rights Violators from 
Haitian Public Security Entities or 
Units; 
Ratification of the 1997 Maritime 
Counter-Narcotics Agreement; 
Development of Haiti’s Domestic Ca- 
pacity to Conduct Free, Fair, Demo- 
cratic, and Administratively Sound 
Elections; and 
Demonstrated Commitment of Haiti’s 
Minister of Justice to the Profes- 
sionalism of the Judiciary, and Progress 
Toward Judicial Branch Independence. 
Sincerely, 


George W. Bush 


NoTE: Identical letters were sent to Joseph R. 
Biden, Jr., chairman, and Jesse Helms, ranking 
member, Senate Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions; Robert C. Byrd, chairman, and Ted Stevens, 
ranking member, Senate Committee on Appro- 
priations; Henry J. Hyde, chairman, and Tom 
Lantos, ranking member, House Committee on 
International Relations; and C.W. Bill Young, 
chairman, and David R. Obey, ranking member, 
House Committee on Appropriations. 


Executive Order 13217— 
Community-Based Alternatives for 
Individuals With Disabilities 


June 18, 2001 


By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, and in order to 
place qualified individuals with disabilities in 
community settings whenever appropriate, it 
is hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. Policy. This order is issued con- 
sistent with the following findings and prin- 
ciples: 

(a) The United States is committed to 
community-based alternatives for individuals 
with disabilities and recognizes that such 
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services advance the best interests of Ameri- 
cans. 

(b) The United States seeks to ensure that 
America’s community-based programs effec- 
tively foster independence and participation 
in the community for Americans with disabil- 
ities. 


(c) Unjustified isolation or segregation of 
! grey 


qualified individuals with disabilities through 
institutionalization is a form of disability- 
based discrimination prohibited by Title Il 


of the Americans With Disabilities Act of 


1990 (ADA), 42 U.S.C. 12101 et. seq. States 
must avoid disability-based discrimination 
unless doing so would fundamentally alter 
the nature of the service, program, or activity 
provided by the State. 

(d) In Olmstead v. L.C., 527 U.S. 581 
(1999) (the “Olmstead decision’), the Su- 
preme Court construed Title II of the ADA 
to require States to place qualified individ- 
uals with mental disabilities in community 
settings, rather than in institutions, whenever 
treatment professionals determine that such 
placement is appropriate, the affected per- 
sons do not oppose such placement, and the 
State can reasonably accommodate the place- 
ment, taking into account the resources avail- 
able to the State and the needs of others with 
disabilities. 

) The Federal Government must assist 
States and localities to implement swiftly the 
Olmstead decision, so as to help ensure that 
all Americans have the opportunity to live 
close to their families and friends, to live 
more independently, to engage in productive 
employment, and to participate in commu- 
nity life. 

Sec. 2. Swift Implementation of the 
Olmstead Decision: Agency Responsibilities. 


(a) The Attorney General, the Secretaries of 


Health and Human Services, Education, 
Labor, and Housing and Urban Develop- 
ment, and the Commissioner of the Social 
Security Administration shall work coopera- 
tively to ensure that the Olmstead decision 
is implemented in a timely manner. Specifi- 
cally, the designated agencies should work 
with States to help them assess their compli- 
ance with the Olmstead decision and the 
ADA in providing services to qualified indi- 
viduals with disabilities in community-based 
settings, as long as such services are appro- 
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priate to the needs of those individuals. 
These agencies should provide technical 
guidance and work cooperatively with States 
to achieve the goals of Title II of the ADA, 
particularly where States have chosen to de- 
velop comprehensive, effectively working 
plans to provide services to qualified individ- 
uals with disabilities in the most integrated 
settings. These agencies should also ensure 
that existing Federal resources are used in 
the most effective manner to support the 
goals of the ADA. The Secretary of Health 
and Human Services shall take the lead in 
coordinating these efforts. 

(b) The Attorney General, the Secretaries 
of Health and Human Services, Education, 
Labor, and Housing and Urban Develop- 
ment, and the Commissioner of the Social 
Security Administration shall evaluate the 
policies, programs, statutes, and regulations 
of their respective agencies to determine 
whether any should be revised or modified 
to improve the availability of community- 
based services for qualified individuals with 
disabilities. The review shall focus on identi- 
fying affected populations, improving the 
flow of information about supports in the 
community, and removing barriers that im- 
pede opportunities for community place- 
ment. The review should ensure the involve- 
ment of consumers, advocacy organizations, 
providers, and relevant agency representa- 
tives. Each agency head should report to the 
President, through the Secretary of Health 
and Human Services, with the results of their 
evaluation within 120 days. 

The Attorney General and the Sec- 
retary of Health and Human Services shall 
fully enforce Title II of the ADA, including 
investigating and resolving complaints filed 
on behalf of individuals who allege that they 
have been the victims of unjustified institu- 
tionalization. Whenever possible, the De- 
partment of Justice and the Department of 
Health and Human Services should work co- 
operatively with States to resolve these com- 
plaints, and should use alternative dispute 
resolution to bring these complaints to a 
quick and constructive resolution. 

(d) The agency actions directed by this 
order shall be done consistent with this Ad- 
ministration’s budget. 
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Sec. 3. Judicial Review. Nothing in this 
order shall affect any otherwise available ju- 
dicial review of agency action. This order is 
intended only to improve the internal man- 
agement of the Federal Government and 
does not create any right or benefit, sub- 
stantive or procedural, enforceable at law or 
equity by a party against the United States, 
its agencies or instrumentalities, its officers 
or employees, or any other person. 


George W. Bush 


The White House, 
June 18, 2001. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., June 20, 2001) 


NOTE: This Executive order was released by the 
Office of the Press’ Secretary on June 19, and it 
was published in the Federal Register on June 21. 


Remarks to Employees of the 
Computer/Electronic 
Accommodations Program 
Technology Evaluation Center in 
Arlington, Virginia 

June 19, 2001 


Thank you all. Thanks. Be seated. Please 
be seated. Mr. Secretary, thank you very 
much for your hospitality and your leader- 
ship. Senator Jeffords, Congressmen Green, 
Horm, and Langevin, thank you all for com- 
ing. It’s good to see you all. These four Mem- 
bers of the United States Congress have had 
a piece—a hand in the strategy that I’m 
about to talk about, and I thank them for 
their leadership. 

Dinah, thank you very much. It’s always 
a joy to be around somebody who loves what 
she’s doing—an enthusiastic soul, and some- 
one who is making people’s lives better. And 
I really appreciate you having me here. | 
want to thank David Shu for his work, and 
I want to thank Rhett Dawson, as well, who 
is the president of the Information Tech- 
nology and Industry Council. 

My fellow Americans, when the Americans 
with Disabilities Act was signed in 1990, our 
Nation made a promise, we will no longer 
underestimate the abilities of Americans with 
disabilities. We will treat Americans with dis- 
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abilities as people to be respected, rather 
than problems to be confronted. 

Our Nation has made progress in both atti- 
tude and law. Navigating through buildings 
and buses is far easier than it was just a dec- 
ade ago. Now, the growth of new tech- 
nologies creates new hopes and new obsta- 
cles. 

The Internet brings a world of information 
into a computer screen, which has enriched 
the lives of many with disabilities. Yet, tech- 
nology creates challenges of its own. The bril- 
liant graphics that add life to many Web 
pages can make it difficult for a visually im- 
paired person to get the information he or 
she needs from a Web site. Video technology 
is turning many computers into television 
sets. Yet, without closed captioning, many see 
a picture and no words. And complex key- 
board commands make it difficult for a per- 
son with impaired motor skills to tap a com- 
puter’s full potential. As a result, computer 
usage and Internet access for people with 
disabilities is half that of people without dis- 
abilities. 

Researchers here at the Department of 
Defense and at other agencies throughout 
the Federal Government and in the private 
sector are developing solutions to these prob- 
lems. I have just had the opportunity to tour 
the Department’s assistive technology cen- 
ter, and I saw technologies that are helping 
people with disabilities enjoy the full range 
of opportunities made possible by the tech- 
nology boom. 

Software allows hearing-impaired people 
to communicate with their co-workers by 
computer. Screen reading technology makes 
it possible for the visually impaired to access 
information on a monitor. And voice recogni- 
tion software unlocks new computing possi- 
bilities for people with impaired dexterity. 

The technologies on display here have 
helped more than 20,000 Defense Depart- 
ment employees enjoy greater access to com- 
munications and computing equipment. And 
they will help countless individuals in the 
public and private sectors become fully inte- 
grated into the workplace. I’m committed to 
bringing that technology to users as quickly 
as possible. And I’m committed to ensuring 
that Government Web sites become compat- 
ible with this evolving technology. And that 
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is why I’m pleased to announce that when 
Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act, au- 
thored by Jim Jeffords, becomes effective for 
all Federal agencies next Monday, there will 
be more opportunities for people of all abili- 
ties to access Government information. Sec- 
tion 508 requires Federal agencies to make 
sure that the electronic and information tech- 
nology they use is accessible for people with 
disabilities. 

Increasingly, Americans use information 
technology to interact with their Govern- 
ment. They rely on thousands of Government 
Web pages to download forms, learn about 
Federal programs, find out where to turn for 
Government assistance, and communicate 
with elected officials, such as the President. 
And because of Section 508, Government 
Web sites will be more accessible for millions 
of Americans who have disabilities. 

Section 508 will also make the Federal 
Government a better employer, as roughly 
120,000 Federal employees with disabilities 
will have greater access to the tools they need 
to better perform their jobs. This is one ex- 
ample of the successful public-private part- 
nerships that are removing barriers to full 
community participation by Americans with 
disabilities. I thank the leaders from the tech- 
nology industry who are with us today for 
your innovation and your ongoing coopera- 
tion. 

Full implementation of Section 508 is a 
key element of an agenda I announced a year 
ago and beg gan implementing in February. It 
is called the New Freedom Initiative, and its 
goal is to prepare—is to help Americans with 
disabilities realize their potential and to 
achieve their dreams. 

We've asked Congress to increase funding 

bring assistive technologies to market 
more quickly, to help make them more af- 
fordable for the people who need them, and 
to speed research in developing new tech- 
nologies. We have sought to make it easier 
for Americans with disabilities to enter the 
workforce by finding new ways to get people 
to their jobs or relying on new technologies 
to help people work from their home. 

We recognize that small businesses and 
community groups like churches, syna- 
gogues, mosques, and civic organizations may 
have trouble finding the resources to fully 
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comply with the ADA. So we’ve asked Con- 
gress to support efforts to help them make 
their facilities more accessible. And we un- 
derstand that new policies will mean little 
if we don’t fully enforce the ADA. So my 
administration is doing just that. 

While these Federal efforts are crucial to 
guaranteeing full accessibility for Americans 
with disabilities, we must also help them con- 
nect with their local communities. So I’ve 
signed an Executive order requiring full im- 
plementation of the Supreme Court’s 1999 
Olmstead decision. Olmstead and the ADA 
rightly mandate that individuals with disabil- 
ities who can receive support and treatment 
in a community setting should be given a rea- 
sonable opportunity to live close to their fam- 
ilies and friends when appropriate. 

My Executive order directs key Federal 
agencies, like the Departments of Housing 
and Urban Development, Labor, Health and 
Human Services, Education, and Justice and 
the Social Security Administration to work 
with States to implement the Olmstead deci- 
sion and the ADA. It directs those Agencies 
to explore how we can increase community- 
based services for people with disabilities, 
and it directs Attorney General Ashcroft and 
Secretary Thompson to fully enforce Title II 
of the Americans with Disabilities Act and 
ensure that no one is unjustly institutional- 
ized. 

Secretary Thompson has also made seed 
money available to help every State develop 
a plan for implementing Olmstead. The 
Olmstead Executive order will increase free- 
dom for people with disabilities. It is compas- 
sionate. It is needed. And it is now the Fed- 
eral official policy of my administration. 
Americans must have the opportunity to live 
independently, work productively, and par- 
ticipate fully in community life. 

Many Americans achieve this independ- 
ence through homeownership; but too often, 
the high cost of therapeutic care and assistive 
equipment and technologies make the goal 
of homeownership unattainable for people 
with disabilities. That’s why I’m optimistic 
about a pilot program led through the Con- 
gress by Representative Mark Green, and 
soon to be implemented by Secretary Mel 
Martinez at HUD, that will allow many peo- 
ple with disabilities to buy their own homes. 
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By making the Section 8, low income rental 
assistance program, more flexible, the Fed- 
eral Government can make homeownership 
a reality for more Americans. 

The new Section 8 HUD pilot program, 
the Olmstead Executive order, and the full 
implementation of Section 508 will help 
eliminate the barriers that many Americans 
with disabilities face. The proposals I sent 
to Congress will build on our society’s com- 
mitment to welcome all Americans as friends 
and neighbors. When governments, business, 
and individuals work together to build a wel- 
coming society, Americans of every ability 
will benefit. 

Thank you for what you’re doing here at 
the Department of Defense. Thank you for 
your compassion. And may God bless Amer- 
ica. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:19 a.m. in the 
auditorium at the Pentagon. In his remarks, he 
referred to Defense Secretary Donald H. 
Rumsfeld and Dinah Cohen, director, Computer/ 
Electronic Accommodations Program. 


Remarks at the Summit on the 2 Ist 
Century Workforce 
June 20, 2001 


Thank you all very much. Thank you very 
much. Please be seated. Madam Secretary, 
thank you very much, and I appreciate so 
very much your service to the country. I 
made a good pick when I convinced Elaine 
to join my Cabinet; she’s doing a terrific job. 
I think Rod Paige is here, too, the Secretary 
of Education. If he’s not—he is here. Hey, 
Mr. Secretary. Thank you, Mr. Secretary. 

Members of Congress, thank you all so 
very much for being here. I spend a lot of 
quality time with Members of Congress these 
days. [Laughter] 1 think we’re making pretty 
good progress, and I appreciate you all for 
coming. 

I want to thank the business and labor 
leaders who are here. And I want to thank 
you all for taking an interest in the American 
workforce. 

As Elaine mentioned, I just came back 
from Europe and had a fascinating experi- 
ence. It’s such an honor to represent our 
great Nation around the world. We've spent 
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a lot of time talking about industry and trade 
and commerce; after all, we trade over a tril- 
lion dollars a year between Europe and the 
United States. And I reminded people a solid 
truth, that the strength of our economy de- 
pends upon the people who go to work every 
day—that there is a lot of fiscal matters that 
we'll take up and monetary matters, but the 
truth of the matter is, the great strength of 
the American economy is our workforce, the 
hard men and women who work every single 
day to make a living. And that is your concern 
today, and I commend you all very much for 
giving this conference your time and your in- 
terest and your talent. 

Our responsibilities are clear: We should 
try to make it easier for people to find good 
jobs by giving them the education and train- 
ing they need to succeed; second, we should 
help them keep good jobs and encourage em- 
ployers to do more for their workers; and 
third, we owe them a chance to build a nest 
egg that will help them maintain a high 
standard of living in their retirement years. 

As you well know, a successful working iife 
usually begins with a good education. This 
has always been true. But it’s even more true 
as our economy changes. We live in a time 
of incredible opportunities to succeed, and 
every child growing up in America, regard- 
less of background or accent, deserves an 
equal chance to take advantage of these op- 
portunities. Five months after the day that 
I was inaugurated, I am pleased to say that 
we are nearing historic reforms in public 
education. This is a victory for every child 
and for every family in America. 

Last week education reform passed the 
Senate by a vote of 91 to 8. When these re- 
forms become law, schools will have more 
freedom from needless meddling by Wash- 
ington. There will be fewer mandates and 
regulations for schools to meet, more free- 
dom and more flexibility, as schools live up 
to high standards they will now be required 
to meet. 

You see, I believe every child can learn. 
I believe we've got to start with the mind- 
set that every child in America can learn. And 
we need to raise the bar and trust local peo- 
ple to meet the standards and—the high 
standards. Every public school, starting next 
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year, as well, will be held accountable for 
its performance. 

It’s not enough to promise and proclaim 
high standards. The American people expect 
results. Families and parents want results. 
And the law will soon require such results 
with testing every child for every grade, 
three-through- eight, in reading and math. 

The critics say, “Why?” The answer is, be- 
cause we want to know. And we want to know 
early, before it’s too late. This business about 
passing children through grades because of 
age has got the end. This society must ask 
the question, “What do you know?” 

I’m grateful for the hard work in Capitol 
Hill by both Republicans and Democrats on 
this measure. We've worked together from 
the start to what I hope is the finish soon. 
Congress needs to finish this work. The con- 
ference needs to come together. The House 
conferees and the Senate conferees need to 
meet, reconcile their differences, and get the 
bill to my desk before public education starts 
next fall. It’s time to act, and it’s time to act 
with meaningful, real reforms. 

All of us recognize that education spending 
should be increased—I realize that; the Sen- 
ate realizes that; the House recognizes that— 
but only where we're certain that the money 
will be well spent. Additional resources must 
be tied to demonstrated progress and results. 
As Congress writes the final bill, I trust that 
members of both parties will stay true to that 
principle. We must not repeat the mistakes 
of years past, confusing spending money with 
progress. We must keep the focus on reform 
and results. It’s the least we owe the work- 
force of tomorrow, the very least—which is 
a good, sound education. 

But at every turn, Federal policy must 
keep pace with changes of our workforce. 
This morning I took one step, with an Execu- 
tive order formally establishing an Office of 
the 21st Century Workforce within the De- 
partment of Labor. This office will be 
charged with identifying new challenges and 
new opportunities for American workers. 

My Executive order also creates a Presi- 
dential council to advise on labor issues and 
especially on those issues affecting the lives 
of workers and their families. Every working 
person is entitled to expect fair treatment 
from the employers they work for. Wherever 
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possible, we should find ways to remove con- 
flicts between home and work. For example, 
more workers should be able to take advan- 
tage of comp time. Federal workers already 
enjoy this privilege, and private sector em- 
ployees deserve the same. Many hard-work- 
ing people would prefer to be able to choose 
a few extra days at home instead of a few 
extra dollars on payday. We've got to trust 
the workers of America to make the decisions 
that’s best for their families. 

Until fairly recently, many Americans have 
never known pay days at all nor the other re- 
wards that work brings. They have been de- 
nied jobs on account of a disability, and one 
of the great advances in our time is that per- 
sons with disabilities have been more wel- 
comed in the workplace. But there’s still 
more to do. 

We must speed up the day when the last 
barrier has been removed to full and inde- 
pendent lives for every American, with or 
without disability. I've sent to Congress a set 
of proposals called the New Freedom Initia- 
tive. It’s an important step to ensuring that 
all Americans with disabilities can participate 
more fully in the life of their communities 
and of our country. We'll help our fellow 
Americans gain greater access to assistive 
technology. We'll also help them gain access 
to public transportation and to the work- 
place, itself, keeping with the require- 
ments of the Americans with Disabilities Act. 

I've also asked Congress to create a fund 
to help people with disabilities to buy the 
equipment they need to telecommute. We'll 
provide tax incentives to encourage employ- 
ers to provide such equipment. And we'll 
protect home offices from needless OSHA 
regulations. 

Tens of millions of Americans today work 
out of their homes. For most, it’s a conven- 
ience; for workers with disabilities, it is a rev- 
olution. And we want as many Americans as 
possible to share in this revolution of inde- 
pendence. 

An urgent issue for many workers today 
is quality health care. Like education reform, 
this issue is reaching an hour of decision, and 
before this year is out, I want to sign into 
law a Patients’ Bill of Rights. And let me be 
specific again about the type of bill I'd like 


to sign. It must cover everyone, all patients 
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and all private health care plans. The stand- 
ards should be strong enough to protect ev- 
eryone, yet flexible enough to preserve the 
good work that has been done in many 
States. It must guarantee all patients impor- 
tant rights: the right to get emergency treat- 
ment at the nearest emergency room; the 
right to see a specialist when they need one; 
a woman should be able to visit her gyne- 
cologist, and parents, their children’s pedia- 
trician, without going through a gatekeeper. 

In any bill that receives my signature, pa- 
tients will have the right to a fair and imme- 
diate review when medical care is denied. 
If a health care plan denies care, you should 
be able to appeal immediately to an inde- 
pendent, impartial review panel of medical 
doctors. And if they say you need the care, 
your health care plan must provide it, period. 

It’s important for Americans to know, with 
that kind of strong, independent review proc- 
ess, most disagreements will not wind up in 
court. The law should allow the review proc- 
ess to work, not short-circuit it by inviting 
unnecessary lawsuits. 

I believe that an HMO that wrongly denies 
coverage to a patient should be held liable 
in court. But we must keep our eye on the 
purpose. We want to give patients the care 
they need when they need it. The idea is 
to serve more patients, not to create more 
lawsuits in America. We can provide mean- 
ingful remedies to patients without driving 
up the cost of health care or forcing employ- 
ers to drop coverage. 

Measured against this criterion I’ve de- 
scribed, there are some good bills and some 
bad bills. And I want to thank Senators John 
Breaux, Democrat; Senator Bill Frist, Re- 
publican; Senator Jim Jeffords, inde- 
pendent—(laughter]|—for working hard to 
come up with a reasonable solution to this 
very important problem. 

Finally, the end of a working life should 
not be the beginning of worry and hardship. 
The tax reform package I signed into law 2 
weeks ago will help in several ways. For start- 
ers, it leaves more money in every working 
person’s pocket. We remembered whose 
money it was we're spending up here; it’s 
the working people’s money. And it gives 
workers the chance to put more of their own 
money into an IRA or a 401(k) plan. 
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The tax bill also eased the IRS limits on 
pension benefits that you're allowed to re- 
ceive. We heard from many unions and em- 
ployers about the need for these changes, 
and we listened. This will help our workers 
prepare for later years, sending less money 
to Washington and putting more money in 
their own savings accounts. 

And I've also established a bipartisan com- 
mission to save and strengthen Social Secu- 
rity. With this help and with the support of 
Congress—we need to get beyond the years 
of delay and finger-pointing and quarreling 
about this incredibly important issue. The 
days of shifting blame must end in order to 
save this important system. 

To those who are retired and near retired, 
a promise made will be a promise kept by 
this Government. But to the younger workers 
who wonder whether or not there is going 
to be a Social Security system around, you 
have an administration and a vehicle now 
that’s willing to think differently, to trust you 
with your own money, to say it’s your money 
to begin with, so that you can build your own 
nest egg that you can pass from one genera- 
tion to the next. It’s time. 

One of the great virtues of the country is 
the value we place on hard work—it really 
makes America unique, in a different place— 
and the respect we have for those who work 
hard. Mine is an administration that under- 
stands the important resource of the men and 
women of America, the hard-working people 
who make this country grow. And ours is an 
administration that will always value hard 
work and trust the individual and understand 
the limitations of Government. 

I want to thank you all for giving me a 
chance to come by and visit with you. It is 
a huge honor to be the President of the great- 
est nation on the face of the Earth. And it’s 
a huge honor to be the President of a nation 
full of decent, hard-working, caring, and 
compassionate people. I thank you for the 
privilege. God bless. 


Nore: The President spoke at 9:35 a.m. at the 
MCI Center. In his remarks, he referred to Labor 
Secretary Elaine Chao. 
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Executive Order 13218—2 Ist 
Century Workforce Initiative 
June 20, 2001 


By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and laws of the United 
States of America, including the Federal Ad- 
visory Committee Act, as amended (5 U.S.C. 
App.), and in order to promote the study and 
the development of strategies to address the 
needs of the 21st century workforce, it is 
hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. Establishment of the Office of 
the 21st Century Workforce. (a) The Sec- 
retary of Labor is hereby directed to establish 
within the Department of Labor the Office 
of the 21st Century Workforce. The Office 
shall provide a focal point for the identifica- 
tion and study of issues relating to the work- 
force of the United States and the develop- 
ment of strategies for effectively addressing 
such issues. 

(b) The Office of the 21st Century Work- 
force shall gather and disseminate informa- 
tion relating to workforce issues by con- 
ducting summits, conferences, field hearings, 
meetings, and other appropriate forums de- 
signed to encourage the participation of orga- 
nizations and individuals interested in such 
issues, including business and labor organiza- 
tions, academicians, employers, employees 
and public officials at the local, State, and 
Federal levels. 

(c) Among the issues to be addressed by 
the Office of the 21st Century Workforce 
shall be the identification of the ways in 
which the Department of Labor may stream- 
line and update the information and services 
made available to the workforce by the De- 
partment; eliminate duplicative or overlap- 
ping rules and regulations; and eliminate 
statutory and regulatory barriers to assisting 
the workforce in successfully adapting to the 
challenges of the 21st century. 

Sec. 2. Establishment of the Council on 
the 21st Century Workforce. 

(a) Establishment and Composition of the 
Council. 

(i) There is hereby established the 
“President’s Council on the 21st Cen- 
tury Workforce” (Council). 

(ii) The Council shall be composed of 
not more than 13 members who shall 
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be appointed by the President. The 
membership shall include individuals 
who represent the views of business and 
labor organizations, Federal, State, and 
local governments, academicians and 
educators, and such other associations 
and entities as the President determines 
are appropriate. In addition, the Sec- 
retary of Labor and the Director of the 
Office of Personnel Management shall 
serve as ex officio members rep- 
resenting the views of the Federal Gov- 
ernment. The Secretary of Labor shall 
be the Chairperson of the Council. 

(b) Functions of the Council. The Council 
shall provide information and advice to the 
President through the Secretary of Labor, 
the Office of the 21st Century Workforce 
within the Department of Labor, and other 
appropriate Federal officials relating to 
issues affecting the 21st century workforce. 
These activities shall include: 

(i) assessing the effects of rapid techno- 
logical changes, demographic trends, 
globalization, changes in work proc- 
esses, and the need for new and en- 
hanced skills for workers, employers, 
and other related sectors of society; 

(ii) examining current and alternative 
approaches to assisting workers and em- 
ployers in adjusting to and benefitting 
from such changes, including opportuni- 
ties for workplace education, retraining, 
access to assistive technologies and 
workplace supports, and skills upgrad- 
ing; 

(iii) identifying impediments to the ad- 
justment to such changes by workers 
and employers and recommending ap- 
proaches and policies that could remove 
those impediments; 

(iv) assisting the Office of the 21st Cen- 
tury Workforce in reviewing programs 
carried out by the Department of Labor 
and identifying changes to such pro- 
grams that would stream line and up- 
date their effectiveness in meeting the 
needs of the workforce; and 

(v) analyzing such additional issues re- 
lating to the workforce and making such 
reports as the President or the Secretary 
of Labor may request. 

(c) Administration of the Council. 
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(i) The Council shall meet on the call 
of the Chairperson, at a time and place 
designated by the Chairperson. The 
Chairperson may form subcommittees 
or working groups within the Council 
to address particular matters. 

(ii) The Council may from time to time 
prescribe such procedures and policies 
relating to the activities of the Council 
as are not inconsistent with law or with 
the provisions of this order. 

(iii) Each member of the Council who 
is not an officer or employee of the Fed- 
eral Government shall serve without 
compensation but shall be allowed travel 
expenses, including per diem in lieu of 
subsistence, as authorized by law for 
persons serving intermittently in Fed- 
eral service (5 U.S.C. 5701-5707). 

(iv) The Department of Labor shall 
make available appropriate funding and 
administrative support to assist the 
Council in carrying out the functions 
under this section, including necessary 
office space, equipment, supplies, staff, 
and services. The Secretary of Labor 
shall perform the functions of the Presi- 
dent under the Federal Advisory Com- 
mittee Act (5 U.S.C. App.), as amended, 
except that of reporting to the Congress, 
with respect to the Council in accord- 
ance with the guidelines and procedures 
established by the Administrator of 
General Services. 

(v) The heads of executive agencies 
shall, to the extent permitted by law, 
provide the Council with such informa- 
tion as it may require for purposes of 
carrying out the functions described in 
this section. 

(d) Termination of the Council. The Coun- 
cil shall terminate 2 years from the date of 
this order unless extended by the President 
prior to such date. 

Sec. 3. Effect on Prior Orders. 

(a) Amendments to Executive Order 13111 
of January 12, 1999. In order to ensure the 
coordination and nonduplication of advice 
and information regarding 2Ist century 
workforce issues, section 6 of Executive 
Order 13111, relating to the functions of the 
Advisory Committee on Expanding Training 
Opportunities, is amended to read as follows: 
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“Sec. 6. Functions of the Advisory Com- 
mittee. The Committee shall provide the 
President, through the Secretary of Labor 
(who shall ensure the coordination of the ac- 
tivities of the Committee with the activities 
undertaken pursuant to sections 1 and 2 of 
the Executive Order on the 21st Century 
Workforce Initiative), an independent assess- 
ment of: 

(1) progress made by the Federal Gov- 
ernment in its use and integration of 
technology in adult training programs, 
particularly in addressing the problems 
of adult illiteracy; 

(2) how Federal Government programs, 
initiatives, and policies can encourage or 
accelerate training technology to pro- 
vide more accessible, more timely, and 
more cost-effective training opportuni- 
ties for all Americans; 

(3) mechanisms for the Federal Govern- 
ment to widely deploy and utilize tech- 
nology-mediated instruction so all 
Americans may take advantage of op- 
portunities provided by learning tech- 
nology; 

(4) the appropriate Federal Govern- 
ment role in research and development 
for learning technologies and their ap- 
plications in order to develop high-qual- 
ity training and education opportunities 
for all Americans; and 

(5) such other issues regarding emerg- 
ing technologies in government training 
as specified by the Secretary of Labor.” 

(b) Revocation of Executive Order 13174. 
Executive Order 13174 of October 27, 2000, 
relating to the establishment of the Commis- 
sion on Workers, Communities, and Eco- 
nomic Change in the New Economy, is re- 


voked. 


George W. Bush 


The White House, 
June 20, 2001. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., June 21, 2001] 


NOTE: This Executive order was published in the 
Federal Register on June 22. 
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Remarks Prior to a Meeting With 
Representative-Elect J. Randy 
Forbes 


June 20, 2001 


The President. It is my honor to welcome 
the newest Member of the United States 
Congress to the Oval Office. Randy Forbes 
ran a great race. He won a race a lot of folks 
didn’t think he could win. And he did it be- 
cause he talked about issues that mattered 
to the people of Virginia: tax relief, Social 
Security reform, strong national defense. 

We all knew he was a good candidate. We 
didn’t realize how good until the results came 
in last night. So it’s an honor for the Vice 
President and me, the chairman of the party, 
Congressman Davis, to welcome you both to 
the Oval Office and congratulate you and 
look forward to working with you. 

Representative Forbes. Well, thank you, 
Mr. President. And it’s an exciting victory for 
us, and we couldn’t have done it without the 
help from you, Mr. President, and the Vice 
President, and also the great chairman of our 
party and chairman of the congressional com- 
mittee. They all just put so many resources 
together and made this victory possible. 

The President. Congratulations. 

Representative Forbes. Thank you. 

The President. Thank you all. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 11:10 a.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Gov. James S. Gilmore III of Vir- 
ginia, chairman, Republican National Committee. 


Remarks Prior to a Meeting With 
Easter Seals Representatives and 
an Exchange With Reporters 
June 20, 2001 


The President. It’s an honor for me to 
welcome the representatives from the Easter 
Seals here, two courageous Americans who 
are compassionate to give back to their coun- 
try, and it’s an honor to have you all in the 
Oval Office. 

Thanks for coming. 


Situation in the Middle East 
Q. Have you talked to Arafat yet? 
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The President. 
Arafat today. 

Q. What can you tell us about that con- 
versation? 

The President. I told him—I talked to 
him about—I talked to Prime Minister 
Sharon, Mubarak, as well as Mr. Arafat. And 
I said we’re making some progress and that 
they all must continue to work toward break- 
ing ‘the cycle of violence. 

I do feel like it’s the appropriate time for 
Colin Powell to go to the Mideast—and he’s 
headed there next week—and that the par- 
ties must continue to work in an all-out effort 
to bring peace. And people can find excuses 
or rationale not to continue to work to break 
the cycle of violence. I urged them just to 
not think that way, to believe in the possible. 
And we're making enough progress for me 
to feel comfortable about asking the Sec- 
retary of State to go. 

We have another mission from our Gov- 
ernment to remain involved in the process. 
We look forward to the implementation of 
Mitchell. But it’s hard—we cannot start 
Mitchell, the Mitchell plan, until the cycle 
of violence has been crushed and broken. 
And we believe we are making enough 
progress with that to send the Secretary of 
State. 

Thank you all. 


I talked to Chairman 


NoTE: The President spoke at 3:03 p.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Chairman Yasser Arafat of the Pal- 
estinian Authority; Prime Minister Ariel Sharon 
of Israel; and President Hosni Mubarak of Egypt. 
The President also referred to the Report of the 
Sharm el-Sheikh Fact-Finding Committee. A tape 
was not available for verification of the content 
of these remarks. 


Remarks to the Business Roundtable 
June 20, 2001 


Thank you very much. Well, welcome to 
the White House. [Laughter] The Vice Presi- 
dent and I are honored to be with you today. 
As I understand it, I’m to speak; the Vice 
President is to speak; Colin Powell is to 
speak; and Zoellick is to speak. And so I 
thank you all for your interest. 
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Since I’m not going to be here to introduce 
the Vice President, Dick Cheney is a fabu- 
lous partner. Many of you know him; he 
brings a lot of good judgment and a steady 
hand. And my administration is going to be 
successful because of the players in it, and 
he’s going to be one of the key players. And 
I’m really honored that he’s here and hon- 
ored that he’s the Vice President. 

Zoellick is doing a pretty good job, too. 
[Laughter] I know because I got to see him 
in action in Europe. I had an interesting ex- 
perience in Europe. First of all, it’s a huge 
honor to represent America overseas. And it 
was an important trip because it gave me a 
chance to reinforce my administration’s com- 
mitment to the European alliances—to 
NATO, to the expansion of NATO, to work- 
ing with the European Union, and the expan- 
sion of the European Union. 

There were some doubts in Europe as to 
whether or not ours would be a nation that 
would be internationalists with an American 
flavor, and they found out that we are. And 
I come home feeling upbeat about the rela- 
tionships that I made and about the messages 
I was able to deliver. 

And secondly, I had a very good visit with 
Mr. Putin. I wasn’t sure what to make of the 
man. I always was withholding judgment 
until I had a chance to meet him. But I found 
him to be a forward-thinking person and 
someone with whom our Nation should and 
will work to bring security to that part of the 
world and to bring prosperity, hopefully 
through trade, to the Russian people. 

One of the things he asked is that I assem- 
ble a delegation, headed by somebody close 
to me. So I picked Don Evans, who is not 
only my close friend but Secretary of Com- 
merce, to travel to Russia with some entre- 
preneurs and some American business peo- 
ple. And we will do that this summer. I be- 
lieve he’s interested in having a good rela- 
tionship, and I know I am. And that’s a pretty 
good start. 

But one of the things that—I got to see 
Bob Zoellick in action on was our discussions 
about trade with the Europeans. I was able 
to make a firm commitment to our European 
partners that we want trade. We want open 
markets. We want to do everything in our 
power to make trade easier, not harder. I also 
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reminded them that it’s important for our 
economy to grow. If you want to trade with 
the United States, it’s important to have a 
trading partner whose economy is vital and 
strong, where capital is flowing treely. 

That’s why I assured them that we were 
on the right track when it came to balancing 
our environmental needs and economic 
growth and assured them that we share the 
same goal of reducing CO2, but we will do 
so in a way that doesn’t damage our economy, 
that we believe that you can have economic 
vitality and good stewardship of our re- 
sources. 

And we also—I reminded them that one 
of the things our Nation needed to do was 
to develop a sound energy plan. It comes as 
a surprise to some that ours is the first admin- 
istration who’s willing to develop an energy 
plan and not only willing to develop one but 
to defend it, an energy plan that Dick will 
describe in detail, that’s based upon sound 
conservation, more supply, and the ability to 
get supply to consumers. 

We had a great discussion, and what I'd 
like to do before I talk about asking your 
help on a key legislative matter when it 
comes to trade, is I'd like to thank you first 
for helping on tax relief. Our economy is 
sputtering. Many of you know that firsthand. 
And I believe that the best we can do in Gov- 
ernment, at least in our part of Government, 
is to provide fiscal stimulus. 

And the package that we have done is a 
good package. It’s one that will not only put 
money in the hands of American consumers; 
it is one also that brings some certainty into 
the Tax Code. In other words, it’s certain that 
tax relief is going to happen, and hopefully, 
that will stimulate confidence in the entre- 
preneurial sector. 

Secondly, a lot of folks don’t understand 
this, but there’s a lot of small businesses that 
will benefit from the reduction of all rates, 
not just a few but all rates. Many of the small- 
business owners and the entrepreneurs in 
our respective States pay tax rates at the per- 
sonal level, not the corporate level. They're 
sole proprietors; they're mom-and-pops that 
pay personal income taxes. And when you 
drop that top rate like we did, it’s going to 
stimulate economic growth and the flow of 
capital throughout our economy, which is 
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going to be important to recovery. And so 
I want to thank you for the tax relief package. 
It was necessary. It was important. And it 
was timely. 

And secondly, I want to thank you for your 
help on an education plan. It passed the 
House. The bill passed the Senate 91 to 8, 
and it’s now headed to conference. And I 
hope that the leadership will move that bill 
to get it to my desk so that public school 
districts can plan for the reforms inherent 
in the package. It’s important to get that bill 
signed as soon as possible so that these school 
districts that are beginning to wonder what 
Federal dollars mean in the coming school 
year will have time to plan. They don’t need 
to play politics with the school bill. This bill 
rises above partisan politics. It’s important to 
get it going. 

The inherent reforms in the bill are these. 
One, we set high standards and high expecta- 
tions. It’s—the philosophy is fairly simple. It 
says, every child can learn. Secondly, we be- 
lieve in local control of schools. We spend 
Federal money without a lot of strings. 
There’s a lot more flexibility now at the local 
level. 

It recognizes—this bill recognizes that one 
size does not fit all when it comes to edu- 
cating children. The issues in Texas, in south 
Texas, are different from the issues in 
Vermont or Connecticut. And the issues in 
south Texas are different from the issues in 
north Texas. There needs to be flexibility 
when it comes to developing the tactics nec- 
essary to make sure every child learns. 

But the cornerstone of reform in this bill 
says this: It says, if you receive Federal 
money, you must measure. This is a major 
overhaul of the education philosophy. It says, 
in return for Federal help, you, the school 
districts, and the States must develop strong 
accountability measures so that we know— 
we know—whether children are learning. It’s 
a paradigm shift—to use a fancy word. 

All of a sudden, we're beginning to ask the 
question, “Do you know what you’re sup- 
posed to know?” At present or in the recent 
past, a question was asked, “How old are 
you? Well, if you're six, we'll just move you 
here, and if you’re 10, you’re supposed to 
be here, and if you re i4, you're here.” It 
was a process- -driven world that shuffled 
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many kids through our system without asking 
the ‘question, “What do you know?” And 
without saying, “If you don’t know what 
you re supposed to know, we’ll make sure you 
do early, before it’s too late.” This is a great 
piece of legislation, and many of you helped 
work on it, and I want to thank you for that 
very much. 

I gave a speech at Notre Dame, where I 
talked about the next step of welfare reform. 
I said that—I began with Lyndon Johnson’s 
speech at the University of Texas in the 
midsixties, where he declared a War on Pov- 
erty. I then said that there was some unin- 
tended consequences of that War on Poverty. 
Many people became dependent upon Gov- 
ernment. While it helped some and there are 
some fine programs that came out of it, many 
folks became dependent upon Government, 
and many in our society became dependent 
on Government to provide compassion. In 
other words, people looked and said, “Well, 
don’t worry. The Federal Government will 
solve the woes of our citizenry. We don’t 
have to do anything as citizens.” 

I then said that the reforms signed by 
President Clinton and passed by a Repub- 
lican Senate and House on welfare reform 
address one-half of the equation. It reduced 
dependency upon Government. It’s now 
time to address the compassionate side of ef- 
fective welfare reform. 

And one of the statistics I noted in my 
speech was how abysmal corporate giving is 
to religious organizations whose sole intent 
is to help people, people who have heard the 
call, “What can I do to help a neighbor in 
need?”—people who live by the golden rule. 
And yet there are many charters of corporate 
America that refuse—or not refuse, just can’t 
give and don’t want to give—to organizations 
whose intent it is to exist in neighborhood 
after neighborhood to solve people’s lives by 
helping their souls. And one of my calls to 
corporate America is, please address the 
issue of funding faith-based and community- 
based groups, whose soul purpose it is to 
make somebody's life better. 

One of the big initiatives I’m confident 
we're going to get through the Congress is 
one that says, we understand there are thou- 
sands of children who could easily be left be- 
hind in America, particularly those whose 
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parents may be in prison or a parent is in 
prison. And what I want to do—and we put 
money in the budget—is I want mentoring 
programs all across the country to address, 
specifically, the needs of these children. I 
want there to be some citizen who puts his 
arm around a child and says, “Somebody 
loves you here in America. Somebody cares 
for you. Somebody feels your hurt and your 
pain.” And you all can help those programs, 
and I urge you to do so. 

Many of you give to great causes, but 
please don’t forget the faith-based organiza- 
tions that exist for the sole purpose of loving 
a neighbor, just like you'd like to be loved 
yourself. 

And I want to ask your help, too, on trade. 
I don’t think Americans—some Americans— 
really understand the benefit of trade, fully 
understand that trade helps people who want 
to find work, that open trade is vital to— 
for economic growth. It’s essential that we 
send the message out that trade is good for 
the working men and women of America. 

I've seen it in my own State. Texas is a 
great beneficiary of NAFTA, and so is Mex- 
ico, which is the most fantastic news of all. 
We want our partners to succeed. If Mexico 
is our friend, which I believe she is, we want 
Mexico to be prosperous. We also want Mex- 
ico to be prosperous because we want our 
people to be able to find work at home. 

People are coming to America because 
they want to feed their families. Family val- 
ues does not stop at the Rio Bravo, and 
America has got to understand that. But 
America has also got to understand the hope 
of free trade, not only with Mexico and Can- 
ada but in our hemisphere. And that’s why 
we’re—that’s why the first meeting I had was 
the Summit of the Americas, to talk about 
the Free Trade Agreement of the Americas. 

My belief is that when you have a secure 
neighborhood and a prosperous neighbor- 
hood, America is better off. And so the first 
summit I had with foreign leaders with—34 
democratically elected leaders showed up in 
Quebec City, and the cornerstone of those 
discussions was open markets and free trade. 

We're going to have another global—an- 
other round of global trade talks that Ambas- 
sador Zoellick is leading from my administra- 
tion. And we urge the European Union to 
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cooperate with us to begin those talks. But 
in order for me to be effective on trade, I 
need trade promotion authority. I need the 
ability to speak with a single voice for our 
country. I need to have the capacity as an 
administration to negotiate free trade agree- 
ments without the fear of them being under- 
mined. Otherwise, our trading partners are 
going to be confused and concerned about 
an honest and open dialog. 

And yet, the President doesn’t have trade 
promotion authority. And so I’m asking you 
to help; join us; get this bill passed through 
the Congress. And we should not let legiti- 
mate environmental labor concerns under- 
mine the capacity for the President to make 
good free trade agreements. 

I explained to the critics in Congress: 
There are some who are legitimately con- 
cerned about the environment and labor. But 
I remind them that if you believe in trade, 
you believe that prosperity will spread; if you 
believe in trading with a country, it will help 
that country grow economically. And a coun- 
try that is more prosperous is one more likely 
to be able to take care of their environment, 
and one more prosperous is one more likely 
to take care of their workforce. And if you 
believe in improving the environment and 
helping the labor conditions in countries, 
don’t wall off those countries. Don’t create— 
don’t enhance poverty by refusing to allow 
there to be trade. 

Now, there are some who want to put codi- 
cils on the trade protection authority for one 
reason: They don’t like free trade. They're 
protectionists, and they're isolationists. And 
we must reject that kind of thought here in 
America. Free trade is good for America. It’s 
good for our trading partners. It will help 
alleviate poverty. And as importantly, it will 
help democracy: spread her wings. Because 
when you introduce the disciplines and free- 
doms of a free market and an open market, 
it’s amazing what happens in totalitarian 
countries. They taste freedom in the econ- 
omy, and they begin to ask for freedom with 
religion and freedom with speech and free- 
dom to express themselves in the ballot box. 

Now, our Nation is better off as a free trad- 
ing country, and I am here to ask for your 
help. It’s important. It’s a priority of my ad- 
ministration, and we’re going to dedicate the 
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time and energy and effort to see if we can’t 
get a good bill through the United States 
Congress. 

You might be able to tell, I’m kind of en- 
thusiastic about my work. [Laughter] You 
would be, too, if you got to see what I see. 
See, I get to see an America from a different 
perspective. I get to see an America that is— 
loves her Government; sometimes they like 
the President. [Laughter] But they care 
about the country. This is a fantastic land. 
It is a land of decent and caring and honor- 
able citizens who really want the best for 
their families and for their neighbors and for 
their country. 


It is a huge honor to be the President of 


this great land. We've got some great causes 
ahead of us: peace and prosperity. But there 
is the mission also of lifting this country’s 
spirit. And I’m dedicated to doing that. I 
want to call upon the best of America and 
American citizens. And I’m_ enthusiastic 
about that calling, because I truly believe it 
will leave this land a better place. 

Thank you all for being here, 
bless. 


and God 


Note: The President spoke at 3:17 p.m. in the 
East Room at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to President Vladimir Putin of Russia. 


Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Transmitting a Report on Cyprus 
June 20, 2001 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:) 

In accordance with Public Law 95-384 (22 
U.S.C. 2373(c)), I submit to you this report 
on progress toward a negotiated settlement 
of the Cyprus question covering the period 
April 1 through May 31, 2001. The previous 
submission covered events during the period 
February 1 through March 31, 2001. 

The United Nations continued in its ef- 
forts to sustain the proximity talks that start- 
ed in December 1999. The United States re- 
mains committed to the United Nations ef- 
fort to find a just and lasting settlement to 
the Cyprus problem. 

Sincerely, 


George W. Bush 


June 20 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2001 


Note: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis 
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., chairman, Senate Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. This letter was re- 
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary on June 
21. 


Remarks at Oak Mountain State Park 
in Birmingham, Alabama 
June 21, 2001 


Thank you all very much. Please, be seat- 
ed. Senator, thank you very much. It’s an 
honor to be traveling back to Alabama today 
with Jeff Sessions. I’m going to spend a little 
time this evening touting his cause. But I will 
tell you, he’s been a loyal friend, a strong 
supporter of Alabama, and a great United 
States Senator. 

It’s an honor to be with members of the 
Alabama congressional delegation here. 
We've got six of them that flew down today. 
These men are honest, decent, hard-working 
people—had five Republicans, one Demo- 
crat, all who worked together for doing 
what’s right for Alabama. And I appreciate 
so very much these fine gentlemen for trav- 
eling with me today, and I’m proud to call 
you friends. 

It’s an honor to be here with the Lieuten- 
ant Governor and the attorney general of the 
State of Alabama. I want to thank Don 
Cooley and Jimmy Shivers for giving me a 
brief tour of this important part of the world. 
I want to thank the YMCA and the coun- 
selors at the YMCA and the young men and 
women who are teaching children right from 
wrong, teaching children that in life, some- 
body does care for them. No better spot to 
be learning compassion and love than in the 
outdoors, and it’s an honor to be here. 

It’s good to see my friend Ray Scott. Make 
sure you behave yourself, Ray. [Laughter] 
I've been knowing him a long time, and I 
appreciate the members of the bass clubs 
from around Alabama for being here to work 
with the kids, to teach them how to fish, and 
to teach them to appreciate the wonders of 
nature. 

I'm impressed by the fact that 600,000 
people come to this park every year. It means 
it’s just not a park for the few; it’s a park 
for the many. And people come here for all 
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kinds of reasons. They come here to hike. 
They come here to spend some time with 
their families. They come here to fish. I wish 
I was coming here to fish a little more often, 
Ray. [Laughter] 

This is a State park, maintained almost en- 
tirely by State money, operated by the people 
who are closest to the people, who under- 
stand the local wishes and the local needs. 
And you seem to be doing a pretty darn good 
job. It’s a beautiful spot. 

Thirty-six years ago the Federal Govern- 
ment undertook to assist parks just like this 
one. Congress created a program called the 
Land and Water Conservation Fund. Half 
the money was supposed to be paid to the 
States, to conserve and maintain their natural 
resources. Oak Mountain received some of 
that money in 1983—some of the money in 
1983. 

But for a long period of time, the Federal 
Government has been falling short on its 
commitment to this fund, and many States 
have been denied money that was promised 
the citizens. And that’s not fair, and under 
the budget I have submitted to the United 
States Congress, that practice will stop. 

In outlining my budget priorities this year, 
I proposed fully funding the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund; $900 million will fuily 
fund the fund. It’s the highest request in the 
fund’s history, and half of the money will go 
to the States, just like the authors of the law 
intended. 

And why is that important? Why is that 
important? Well, one, it’s a high environ- 
mental priority for me. Two, I don’t believe 
all knowledge and wisdom resides in Wash- 
ington, DC. I believe the good people of Ala- 
bama care a lot about the resources in Ala- 
bama. I know the fishermen care about clean 
water. I know the people who hike the trails 
want to have good hiking trails. I know peo- 
ple who picnic in the park want clean parks. 
And so that’s why, under my vision, the 
amount of money that Alabama will receive 
to help in conservation programs would in- 
crease by 387 percent. It makes sense. It’s 
good public policy. 

I believe Federal money is most useful 
when it comes without strings, when it comes 
without dictates. And so I believe we need 
to give States new flexibility on how to man- 
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age their conservation and resources. You 
could use the money to buy parkland; you 
can use it to protect endangered species; you 
can use it to try to get rid of the hydrilla 
that clog some of our lakes. 

You could have a generation of environ- 
mental pr —_ working with landowners to 
protect wildlife or to protect endangered spe- 
cies. You know, it’s interesting, the money 
it costs to buy a single acre of parkland, a 
State could encourage environmental protec- 
tion over many, many acres of land by work- 
ing with private property owners. There is 
a lot States can do with the money. And it’s 
important for the Federal Government to 
understand that. 

I believe trusting local people to make 
local decisions is the right public policy. And 
that’s what this plan does, and that’s what 
we do with other areas in the Federal Gov- 
ernment, as well. One of the key components 
of tax relief—and I’m proud of the fact that 
all members of the congressional delegation 
and two United States Senators are all mem- 
bers of the congressional delegation here 
present; and the two United States Sen- 
ators—supported tax relief. Do you know 
why it’s important? Because it trusts people 
with their own money. It says that we trust 
the people. 

As you can see, I’ve asked for funding an 
important priority, the Land and Water Con- 
servation Fund. But another important pri- 
ority was to say we trust the people of Ala- 
bama and Texas and States all across the 
country to spend the money as they see fit. 
And so for the first time in a generation, 
we've got historic, across-the-board tax relief, 
because we understand how hard the people 
of Alabama and the people of America are 
working and because we trust the people to 
make the right decisions for their families, 
the right decisions on what to do with money. 

The Federal Government has set budget 
priorities. But with money left over, we trust 
the people, and it’s the right thing to do. And 
I’m honored that you guys voted with me 
on this tax bill, and so will the people of Ala- 
bama. 

And we're making progress in education, 
too. I believe we can get a good education 
bill finally out of the Congress. It passed the 
House, and it passed the Senate, and now 
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they're going to work out their differences. 
And they're going to put a bill up on my 
desk soon, I hope, which will be historic re- 
form. The cornerstone of the bill says we’re 
setting high standards, but we have more 
flexibility for local folks. One size does not 
fit all when it comes to the education of the 
children in America. 

We have as a cornerstone accountability. 
We say, “If you receive Federal money, show 
us whether or not the children are learning 
to read and write and add and subtract.” In- 
stead of a system that says, “Oh, how old 
are you? If you're 10, we'll put you here, and 
if you're 12, we'll put you here.” We're begin- 
ning to change the way of thinking, so we 
ask the question, “Before we put you any- 
where, we want to know what you know. And 


if you don’t know what you’re supposed to 
know 
late.” 

This is a good piece of legislation. I can’t 
wait to sign it, and I hope the members of 
the conference committee do not hold it up 
for political reasons. They need to get it to 


, we'll correct it early, before it’s too 


my desk so that the public schools in Ala- 
bama and all across the country can start 
planning for their fall year. 

I believe it’s so important for us to set pri- 
orities at the Federal level, and I have set 
priorities. Education is a priority. Improving 
the military is a priority of mine. One of the 
priorities in our budget is to make sure the 
folks who wear the uniform get paid better, 
and I believe Congress will enact that, that 
folks get housed better, and we’re making 
good progress of housing our troops, al- 
though we've got a lot of work to do. 

It’s also important to have a Commander 
in Chief who sets a clear mission for the mili- 
tary, and that’s to be prepared to fight and 
win war and, therefore, prevent war from 
happening in the first place. 

So today I’ve discussed some priorities of 
mine. And thankfully we worked together, 
both Members of the House and the Senate, 
Republicans and Democrats, to support a 
budget that has $661 billion of what they call 
discretionary spending. 

I understand the pressures in Congress. 
It’s one thing to set a budget, but then people 
start spending. And my call to the Congress 
is: Stick to the budget. My call to the Con- 
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gress is: We worked hard to get a good budg- 
et, and it’s important for people not to over- 
spend that budget. 

I talked to Sonny Callahan of the great 
State of Alabama about that subject, and he 
understands. He’s got a tough job. He hears 
all kinds of requests on the Appropriations 
Committee. He’s one of the leaders on the 
Appropriations Committee. But Sonny and 
the other Members came in the office the 
other day and said, “Mr. President, we're 
going to work to stick to the budget.” That’s 
what we told the people we would do, and 
that’s what I expect Congress to do. And if 
they try to bust the budget, there’s a remedy. 
If they get over the budget, there’s a simple 
remedy, and that’s to put the veto pen on 
it and send it back to the Congress until we 
get the budget right. 

We're also making progress in changing 
the tone in Washington. And I think that’s 
really important. I think it’s important for 
folks, no matter what your political party is— 
Republican, Democrat, none of the above— 
to look at Washington and be proud of what 
you see. 

I think it’s incredibly important for those 
of us in positions of responsibility to conduct 
our debates in a way that elevates politics, 
that elevates public service, that sends a clear 
signal to the people of America that serving 
your country is a noble calling. And we are 
making some progress. 

Oh, occasionally there is a shrill voice out 
there or two. Sometimes they say things 
about the President that my mother doesn’t 
like to read about. [Laughter] But it takes 
a lot of work. You can’t change a culture 
overnight. 

But I am here to report to the good people 
of Alabama, we are making progress. The 
rhetoric is slowly but surely changing. The 
debates are becoming more honest. The phil- 
osophical differences are less bitter. And I 
believe we're getting a spirit of accomplish- 
ment in Washington, DC, that slowly but 
surely, people are beginning to realize we 
need to be judged upon the results, not upon 
what we say on TV, that we're a results-ori- 
ented country, and it’s important for us to 
be judged based upon results. And slowly but 
surely, people are beginning to realize that 
they have a President who set a pretty clear 











and simple agenda, profound agenda and is 
willing to share results and credit for results 
when they happen. 

I am proud that this Democrat Member 
from Alabama voted for tax relief. He de- 
serves just as much credit as the two men 
sitting next to him as a Republican. You see, 
party is important. But it’s not nearly as im- 
portant as doing what's right for the Amer- 
ican people. It’s not nearly as important as 
setting the right example for the children of 
America, as well. 

Well, things are getting pretty good up 
there in Washington, and I’m honored to be 
your President. I tell you, one of the things 
I was sharing with the Members here coming 
down that I’m so proud of, and it happened 
here again, and it’s going to happen all across 
the country every time I travel, is, one, the 
number of people who come out just to wave. 
People of the country respect the Presidency. 
Sometimes they like the President, but they 
respect the Presidency, and for that I am 
grateful. It reminds me of the huge responsi- 
bility I have, a responsibility that I'll take seri- 
ously and a responsibility that I hold dear 
to my heart, and that is to call upon the best 
of America. 

And this is an appropriate setting for me 
to speak briefly about that. The best of Amer- 
ica happens when some neighbor says, “What 
can I do to help a neighbor in need?” The 
best in America happens when people hear 
the universal call to love a neighbor just like 
you'd like to be loved yourself. The best of 
America occurs when people walk up and 
say, “Mr. President, I’m praying for you.” 
The best of this country happens when de- 
cent citizens work hard to make their neigh- 
borhoods and communities a better place for 
every citizen, regardless of accent, back- 
ground, religion, or color. 

And the good news about being the Presi- 
dent is that I am fortunate enough to be the 
President of a country full of people just like 
that, full of the best of the country. 

So it’s my honor to talk about kind of 
what’s going on in the Nation’s Capital, a lit- 
tle bit about the budget, talk about some of 
our successes, to outline a very important 
conservation and environmental policy that 
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will make a huge difference all across the 
country. 

But also it’s my opportunity to thank the 
good people of Alabama for giving me a 
chance to be the President of the greatest 
Nation on the face of the Earth. 

Thank you all for coming, and God bless. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 2:47 p.m. In his 
remarks, he referred to Lt. Gov. Steve Windom, 
Attorney General Bill Pryor, and Director of Parks 
Don Cooley of Alabama; James Shivers, super- 
intendent, Oak Mountain State Park; and Ray 
Scott, founder, Bass Anglers Sportsman Society. 


Statement on the Announcement of 
Criminal Indictments for the Khobar 
Towers Bombing 


June 21, 2001 


On June 25, 1996, a massive truck bomb 
exploded outside the Khobar Towers apart- 
ment complex in Dhahran, Saudi Arabia, kill- 
ing 19 American servicemen and injuring 372 
other Americans and Saudis. For the last 5 
years, the Department of Justice and the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation have con- 
ducted an intensive investigation of this de- 
plorable act of terrorism. 

Today the Department of Justice an- 
nounced criminal indictments of 14 people, 
13 Saudis and one Lebanese, for conspiring 
and carrying out the bombing of Khobar 
Towers. The Department's investigation into 
this matter will continue and additional 
charges are possible. 

I applaud the work of the Department of 
Justice and the FBI who have spent countless 
hours pursuing this case. And I want to thank 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia for their assist- 
ance in this investigation. Finally, and most 
important, to the families of those who were 
killed and to those who were injured, I want 
to extend my personal sympathy and to as- 
sure you that your Government will not for- 
get your loss and will continue working, 
based on the evidence, to make sure that jus- 
tice is done. 
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Videotaped Remarks in a Tribute to 
Tommy G. Thompson 
June 21, 2001 


Well, thank you all very much. I’m hon- 
ored to join so many good friends. And I’m 
pleased to help pay tribute to a great Gov- 

ernor, a great Cabinet Secretary, and a good 
man, my friend Tommy Thompson. 

Tonight we salute Tommy Thompson for 
his 14 years as Wisconsin's Governor. For al- 
most a decade and a half, Tommy was a pio- 
neer. From school choice to health care, 
Tommy was always on the cutting edge, look- 
ing for new ideas even while holding to time- 
less principles. 

Perhaps his greatest legacies were in 
changing the way the government treats the 
poor and empowering thousands of people 
by replacing their welfare checks with pay- 
checks. Not long ago, welfare reform was just 

dream. Today, thanks in large part to 


Tommy Thompson, welfare reform is the 
law. 
Tommy Thompson is one of the finest 


public servants in America. His commitment 
is matched by his courage, and his diligence 
is equaled by his devotion. These days, 
Tommy is bringing his commonsense leader- 
ship and results-oriented approach to the 
Department of Health and Human Services. 
He is leading the way as our administration 
works to promote the health and welfare of 
all Americans through greater research, new 
technologies, and sound science. I’m hon- 
ored to have this good man as a part of my 
team. 

So Tommy, thanks for who you are and 
what you do. You have made a difference 
in the lives of so many people in Wisconsin, 
just as you are now making a difference in 
the lives of so many Americans. 

Thank you very much, and God bless. 


Note: The President's remarks were videotaped 
at approximately 4:30 p.m. on June 19 in the Li- 
brary at the White House for a tribute to Tommy 
Thompson at the Metropolitan Milwaukee Cham- 
ber of Commerce in Milwaukee, WI, on June 21. 
The transcript was released by the Office of the 
Press Secretary on June 21. A tape was not avail- 
able for verification of the content of these re- 
marks. 
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Remarks at a Dinner for Senator 
Jeff Sessions in Birmingham 
June 21, 2001 


Thank you all very much. Thank you, all. 
Be seated. Jeff said, “W hy don’t you come 
over to Birmingham and have dinner with 
a couple of my buddies.” [Laughter] I said, 
“Okay.” I’m glad I came. Thank you for that 
warm welcome, and thank you for giving me 
the chance to be the President of the greatest 
Nation on the face of the Earth. 

First, I’m here to urge the people of Ala- 
bama to send this good man, Jeff Sessions, 
back to the United States Senate. He’s doing 
a great job. He’s a solid citizen who brings 
integrity to the office. Plus, he’s got a friend 
in the White House. [Laughter] He married 
well, too. [Laughter] It’s good to be here with 
Mary. 

I’m so sorry that my wife isn’t here. I can’t 
tell you how proud I am of Laura. She’s made 
a big difference already in the White House. 
She has trained one small puppy. [Laughter] 
She keeps her husband in line. And she 
brings a lot of class to the Office of the First 
Lady, and I’m proud of her. 

After I speak, I’m heading to our ranch 
in central Texas, where I will spend some 
quality time with Laura. And frankly, I’m 
honored to be here. I’m looking forward to 
sharing some wisdom—but I can’t wait to get 
back home. [Laughter] Washington, DC, 

a great place to work, but Texas is a pen 
place to relax. 

I’m honored to be here, as well, with the 
Lieutenant Governor of the State of Ala- 
bama, Steve Windom; the attorney general, 
Bill Pryor. I’m so pleased that my friend Bill 
Cabaniss is here. I want to thank the Mem- 
bers of the United States Congress who have 
traveled here with me today: the Congress- 
man from this district, Spencer Bachus; Rob- 
ert Aderholt; Terry Everett; Congressman 
Bob Riley; and Sonny Callahan. This i is a fine 
delegation from Alabama who are conserv- 
ative and compassionate, and I’m proud to 
call them friends, and you ought to be proud 
to call them Members of the United States 
Congress. 

I want to thank—I don’t know if Red 
Blount is here or not, but I spent a little time 
in Alabama in 1972 working for Red Blount’s 
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senatorial campaign. It’s a pretty good lesson 
of Alabama politics. But I've made a lot of 
friends in this State from those days, friends 
that I'll never forget. And I thank you for 
your friendship, and I thank you for giving 
me a pretty good lesson on southern politics. 
It paid off in ‘the year 2000. [Laughter| 

I want to thank Mary Connors—Marty 
Connors, the chairman of the party, Edgar 
Welden and Bettye Fine Collins for their 
leadership for the Republican effort. Thank 
you all very much. 

One reason I’m so nice to the Alabama 
delegation is because they've been steady in 
their votes for reform. We're making some 
pretty good progress in Washington, DC, 
about defusing the old way of doing business. 
The old way was, you didn’t worry about re- 
sults; you just worried about how loud you 
yelled at somebody or how you pointed your 
finger. 

I came up to the Nation’s Capital intent 
upon changing the tone in Washington, DC, 
of setting an agenda that’s positive and hope- 
ful for every American, and to working with 
Congress to get things done. And I’m proud 
to report, we are getting things done on be- 
half of the American people. 

I was honored the other day to sign the 
first broad tax relief in a generation. And I 
want to thank the members of the Alabama 
congressional delegation and the two United 
States Senators for voting with us, to say that 
the American people ought to be trusted with 
their own money. 

This was an important issue for America, 
because it set the stage for a new way of 
thinking about the budget. It said that we 
can meet our obligations by growing the 
budget at a reasonable rate. But it also recog- 
nized that the surplus is not the Govern- 
ment’s money. The surplus is the people’s 
money, and we ought to trust the people with 
their own money. So we cut rates on every- 
body who pays taxes. 

The old way in Washington was to have 
what they call targeted tax cuts. That meant 
that folks in Washington, DC, got to say, this 
side of the room got tax relief, and this side 
didn’t. But we didn’t think that was fair, and 
we didn’t think that was right. We felt that 
if you’re going to give tax relief, everybody 
who paid taxes ought to get tax relief. So we 
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reduced the rates on every taxpayer in the 
United States of America, and we’re going 
to start sending out checks this July to the 
taxpayers of America. 

We also recognize that the marriage pen- 
alty sent the wrong signals, and we mitigated 
the marriage penalty. And we also under- 
stood that the death tax was onerous on small 
businesses and ranchers and farmers in Ala- 
bama and all across the State—all across the 
country—so we eliminated the death tax. 

And this tax relief came at the right time. 
Our economy is kind of sputtering a little 
bit. And it’s important to send money back 
to the people so they can spend it and they 
can invest it to make sure our economy gets 
second wind. No, I was proud to do some- 
thing that President John Kennedy was able 
to do and President Ronald Reagan was able 
to do, and that’s to listen to the American 
people and to sign broad, meaningful, real 
tax relief. And I want to thank you, Jeff, for 
your support. 

We're also making progress on an incred- 
ibly important issue, and that’s education. I 
believe in short order I’m going to have the 
opportunity to sign one of the most far-reach- 
ing education reform bills in our Nation’s his- 
tory. The bill passed the House; it passed 
the Senate 91 to 8. It’s now going to con- 
ference. And I urge the conferees not to play 
politics with public education in America. 
Get that bill out and get it to my desk so 
I can sign it, so that the public schools all 
across America can plan for next fall when 
they open their doors for America’s children. 

The education bill is important because it 
embodies certain principles. One principle is 
that it’s important to set high standards, to 
believe that every child, regardless of back- 
ground, birth, or accent can learn in America. 

Secondly, it says that we must trust local 
people to run the schools all across America. 
One size does not fit all when it comes to 
the education of the children in America. 

And thirdly, it says that if you receive Fed- 
eral help—you, the State of Alabama or the 
State of Texas or any other State or jurisdic- 
tion must measure in return for Federal dol- 
lars—you must measure so that we as a soci- 
ety know whether children are being left be- 
hind. 





956 


The old, tired way of public education 
used to ask the question, “How old are you? 
And if you’re 10, we'll put you in this grade, 


and if you’re 12, we'll put you here, and if 


you're 14, you go there.” And guess what 
happened? Children would simply get shuf- 
fled through the system. Children would get 
moved on, regardless if they knew what they 
were supposed to know. And that’s fun- 
damentally wrong in America. And that’s not 
right. And when I sign that bill, we’re going 
to start asking this question, “What do you 
know? And if you do not know what you're 
supposed to know, we'll make sure you do 
early, before it’s too late.” There are no sec- 
ond-rate children in America, and there are 
no second-rate dreams. 

Dick Cheney and I—and, by the way, the 

Vice President is doing a fabulous job. We 
said we would boost the morale of the United 
States military. It started with treating people 
better who wear the uniform. That means 
better pay and better housing, and the budg- 
et I submitted does just that. But it also 
means having a Commander in Chief who 
sets a clear mission for the military. The mis- 
sion of the military is to be prepared to fight 
and win war and, therefore, prevent war from 
happening in the first place. Our military 
must be properly trained and ready to go so 
that the Commander in Chief, if he needs 
to call upon them, can do to keep the peace. 
Things are getting better in the military, and 
throughout my tenure in Washington, we will 
rebuild the military so that we are more likely 
to keep the peace. 

But it also requires thinking differently as 
we head into the 21st century. The old way 
of thinking about military strategy must be 
addressed. Our troops need to be lighter, 
harder to find, more lethal when they act. 
And we must be prepared to deal with the 
true threats of the 21st century. 

I had the honor of meeting with the Presi- 
dent of Russia in Slovenia last weekend. I 
told him, I said, “It’s time for new leadership 
to cast aside the old way of thinking about 
Russia and America.” I told him, I said, “Rus- 
sia is no longer our Nation’s enemy. And 
therefore, we should not allow a treaty, 
signed when Russia and America were the 
enemy, to determine how our two nations 
can best come together to keep the peace.” 
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The ABM Treaty codified a day when we 
were hostile to each other. It’s time to come 
together and to think about a new security 
arrangement that addresses the threats of the 
21st century. And the threats of the 21st cen- 
tury will be terrorist in nature, terror when 
it comes to weaponry. What we must do— 
freedom-loving people must be willing to 
think differently and develop antiballistic 
missile systems that will say to rogue nations 
and leaders who cannot stand America, or 
what we stand for: You will not blackmail 
us, nor will you blackmail our allies. It’s time 
for new leadership when it comes to how the 
military thinks about keeping the peace. 

Earlier this year, I put together a Commis- 
sion to think differently about how our retire- 
ment systems must work. I’m deeply con- 
cerned about Social Security. I’m not con- 
cerned about those who receive Social Secu- 
rity today or those who are near retirement, 
because the Congress and the White House 
has taken the sacred pledge that we will not 
touch the Social Security, that Social Security 
will be spent on only one thing, Social Secu- 
rity. 

But I’m concerned about younger workers. 
I worry that the Social Security System will 
not fulfill the promise of people who are 
coming up in our society. This issue requires 
new thinking, a new way of looking at the 
problem. I put together a Commission of 
both Republicans and Democrats charged 
with making sure there’s a Social Security 
system in the future. 

And a key component of that thinking says 
that we, as a nation, must trust younger work- 
ers to manage their own money, if they so 
choose, in the private markets, to take advan- 
tage of the compounding rate of return, to 
make sure that not only is there a Social Se- 
curity system available, that workers from all 
walks of life have got an asset that they can 
call their own to pass from one generation 
to the next. Ownership of assets is an incred- 
ible part of holding out hope and promise 
for the American Dream for every citizen. 
It’s time to think differently in Washington, 
DC, about the crucial issues. 

Just before we came, I had the honor of 
meeting many religious leaders from around 
the State of Alabama. I did so because I 
wanted to share my vision of how best to 
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make sure the welfare system fulfills its 
promise. At Notre Dame a while ago, I gave 
a speech that talked about how our Nation 
can be a more compassionate country. I 
talked about the fact that Lyndon Johnson, 
at the University of Texas, gave a speech that 
declared a war on poverty. I mentioned the 
fact that that war, noble in effort, created 
some consequences that our society has had 
to deal with. On the one hand, the welfare 
system that he envisioned created depend- 
ency upon Government, and on the other 
hand, the welfare system that he envisioned 
created a Government that crowded out peo- 
ple’s aspirations to help a neighbor. People 
across America said, “Why should I be a 
compassionate neighbor? The Federal Gov- 
ernment will solve the problem. Why should 
I care? The Government will take care.” And 
what we ended up with is dependency upon 
Government on the one hand and compla- 
cency on the other. 

In that speech, I said in 1996 the United 
States Congress in a bipartisan fashion 
passed a bill signed by my predecessor that 
addressed one-half of the equation. The bill 
and the law reduced dependency upon Gov- 
ernment. It said that you must work, and as 
a result, thousands of people are now gain- 
fully employed in America, are less depend- 
ent upon our Government. But it did not ad- 
dress the second half of the equation, how 
best to capture the great compassion of 
America. 

I believe our Government ought to be a 
partner with faith-based and community- 
based programs. I believe it is essential we 
pass laws in the United States Congress that 
expand charitable choice, that we clearly say 
in America the great strength of our country 
lies in the hearts and souls of loving citizens. 
The great strength of America is in our 
churches and synagogues and mosques. And 
we must welcome faith-based programs that 
have got the capacity to change lives by 
changing hearts into the very fabric of our 
society. 

I know I can count on Senator Sessions 
when the bill comes before the United States 
Senate. And I feel strongly I can count on 
the members of the congressional delegation, 
who have traveled with me from Washington, 
DC. This is an important initiative. It is an 
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initiative that addresses our Nation’s culture. 
It is an issue that helps us realize the full 
potential of America. It is an issue that recog- 
nizes that Government can hand out money, 
but what it cannot do is put hope in people’s 
hearts or a sense of purpose in people’s lives. 

It is an incredibly important issue, because 
our great Nation must make this dedicated 
promise: No person will be left behind in 
America, that every American counts regard- 
less of their status, but we recognize that 
some hurt, some lack hope. 

So what I hope to do in the faith-based 
initiative is to call upon mentors all across 
the country. There is nothing more meaning- 
ful and important than, say, for a child whose 
parent may be in prison, to have an arm of 
an adult or a loving soul say, “i love you, 
brother.” America means as much for you 
as it does for me and my children. 

A faith-based initiative understands that in 
order to solve the problems of those hooked 
on alcohol and drugs, that sometimes the 
only way is to call upon a higher being. The 
faith-based initiative recognizes the power of 
faith and hope in America. And I urge Con- 
gress not to get stuck on the process but to 
focus on results so that we can change Amer- 
ica in an incredibly positive, hopeful, and op- 
timistic way. 

That’s really the job of the President. The 
job of the President is to lift the Nation’s 
spirit. 

On my wall in the Oval Office is a picture 
of Abraham Lincoln. I hang that portrait be- 
cause it reminds me my job is to unify our 
Nation. I recognize we will have differences 
when it comes to tax policy and education 
policy. But the job of the President is obvi- 
ously to stand on principle and to fight for 
legislative matters that I think are important. 
But it’s also to unite America, to unite the 
country around the fantastic values that make 
us unique, the values of freedom: freedom 
to speak your mind, freedom to worship 
where you want, freedom of the press to oc- 
casionally say something that I don’t agree 
with—|laughter|—freedom—freedom to ex- 
press yourself at the ballot box, freedom to 
be anything you dream to be in America, re- 
gardless of your birth or where you’re from. 
Those values set us aside as a nation. They 
are incredibly important values. 
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But uniting the Nation understands and— 
begins with the understanding of responsi- 
bility of the offices we hold. I admire Jeff 
Sessions because he understands. He has the 
responsibility not only to represent the great 
State of Alabama, but he has the responsi- 
bility to uphold the honor and dignity of the 
office to which he has been elected. And he 
will not let the people of Alabama down. 

I love traveling outside of Washington. Lis- 
ten, I like my job, and the public housing 
is pretty darn good there. [Laughter] But I 
love to come out to the countryside. I can’t 
thank the people of Alabama e nough for lin- 
ing the roads. 

We went to an initiative today in one of 
the parks outside of Birmingham, where | 
was able to say that this administration, for 
the first time, is going to fully fund the Land 
and Water Conservation Fund, so that the 
people of Alabama will be able to make the 
conservation decisions necessary for the 
great State of Alabama. 

But as we traveled the road, hundreds of 
people lined the road to wave and to hold 
up signs encouraging the President. It re- 
minds me of what I said earlier, and I truly 
believe. I am blessed to be the President of 
a nation full of decent and loving and caring 
and compassionate people, people who re- 
spect their country, respect the office of the 
Presidency—sometimes like the President, 
sometimes not—but respect the office of the 
President, who care deeply about the future, 
who love their families, who worship in 
houses of worship, and are proud to call 
themselves American. 

I can’t tell you what an honor it is to have 
recently traveled overseas and to stand 
proudly for a country that represents the best 
of mankind, that holds up the best for every 
single citizen. I’m so honored to be here to 
represent and to urge you to support my 
friend. And I am honored to tell you, I love 
being your President, and thank you for the 
opportunity. 

God bless. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 6:40 p.m. at the 
Jefferson Convention Complex. In his remarks, he 
referred to Mary Sessions, wife of Senator 
Sessions; William Cabaniss, finance chair, Ala- 
bama Bush 2000 campaign; Winton M. “Red” 
Blount, founder, Blount International, Inc.; Marty 
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Connors, chairman, Alabama Republican Party; 
Edgar Welden and Bettye Fine Collins, national 
committee persons, Alabama Republican Execu- 
tive Committee; and President Vladimir Putin of 
Russia. 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President's public 
schedule and other items of general interest an- 
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue. 





June 16 

In the morning, the President participated 
in a wreath- laying ceremony at Home Army 
Memorial in Warsaw, Poland. Later, he and 
Mrs. Bush traveled to Kranj, Slovenia. 

In the evening, the President and Mrs. 
Bush returned to Washington, DC. 


June 18 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Joseph E. Schmitz to be Inspector 
General of the Department of Defense. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Jeffrey William Runge to be Ad- 
ministrator of the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration. 

The President announced the designation 
of Warren L. Miller as Chairman of the Com- 
mission for the Preservation of America’s 
Heritage Abroad. 

The White House announced that the 
President declared a major disaster in Flor- 
ida and ordered Federal aid to supplement 
State and local recovery efforts in the area 
struck by Tropical Storm Allison on June 11- 
15. 


June 19 

In the morning, the President traveled to 
Arlington, VA, where he toured the Com- 
puter/Electronic Accommodations Program 
Technology Evaluation Center. Later, he, re- 
turned to Washington, DC. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Johnny Young to be Ambassador 
to Slovenia. 
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The President announced his intention to 
nominate John J. Danilovich to be Ambas- 
sador to Costa Rica. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Martin J. Silverstein to be Ambas- 
sador to Uruguay. 

The White House announced that the 
President announced the appointment of 
Stephen E. Biegun as Executive Secretary of 
the National Security Council. 


June 20 

In the morning, the President had separate 
telephone conversations from the Oval Of- 
fice with Prime Minister Ariel Sharon of 
Israel and President Hosni Mubarak of 
Egypt. 

In the afternoon, the President had a tele- 
phone conversation from the Oval Office 
with Chairman Yasser Arafat of the Pales- 
tinian Authority. 

Later, in a ceremony in the Oval Office, 
the President received diplomatic credentials 
from Ambassadors Josefina Pitra Diakite of 
Angola, Lalit Mansingh of India, Ignacio 
Arcaya of Venezuela, Girma Asmeron Tesfai 
of Eritrea, Ahmad Tariq Karim of Ban- 
gladesh, Fatos Tarifa of Albania, Sorin 
Ducaru of Romania, Linn Myaing of Burma, 
and Shavkat Khamrakulov of Uzbekistan. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Hilton Lewis Root to be U.S. Di- 
rector of the Asian Development Bank, with 
the rank of Ambassador. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Christopher William Dell to be 
Ambassador to Angola. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Michael L. Dominguez to be As- 
sistant Secretary of the Air Force for Man- 
power and Reserve Affairs. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Nelson F. Gibbs to be Assistant 
Secretary of the Air Force for Installations 
and Environment. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Claude B. Hutchinson, Jr., to be 
Assistant Secretary of Veterans Affairs for 
Management. 


June 21 
In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
Birmingham, AL, where he toured a YMCA 
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Day Camp. In the evening, the President 
traveled to Crawford, TX. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Peter Russell Chaveas to be Am- 
bassador to Sierra Leone. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Hilda Gay Legg to be Adminis- 
trator of the Rural Utilities Service in the 
Department of Agriculture. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Mark Edward Rey to be Under 
Secretary of Agriculture for Natural Re- 
sources and Environment. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Nancy Victory to be Assistant Sec- 
retary of Commerce for Communications 
and Information. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Robert Pasternack to be Assistant 
Secretary of Special Education and Rehabili- 
tative Services at the Department of Edu- 
cation. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Joanne M. Wilson to be Commis- 
sioner of the Rehabilitative Services Admin- 
istration at the Department of Education. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Marianne Lamont Horinko to be 
Assistant Administrator of the Environmental 
Protection Agency for the Office of Solid 
Waste. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Kenneth M. Donohue, Sr., tu be 
Inspector General at the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Michael Minoru Fawn Liu to be 
Assistant Secretary of Housing and Urban 
Development for Public and Indian Housing. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Emily Stover DeRocco to be As- 
sistant Secretary of Labor for Employment 
and Training. 

The White House announced that the 
President declared a major disaster in Mis- 
sissippi and ordered Federal aid to supple- 
ment State and local recovery efforts in the 
area struck by Tropical Storm Allison on June 
6-13. 
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June 22 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Edward William Gnehm, Jr., to be 
Ambassador to Jordan. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Larry C. Napper to be Ambassador 
to Kazakhstan. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Frank Huddle, Jr., to be Ambas- 
sador to Tajikistan. 

The White House announced that the 
President declared a major disaster in Penn- 
sylvania and ordered Federal aid to supple- 
ment State and local recovery efforts in the 
area struck by Tropical Storm Allison on June 
15-17. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





The following list does not include promotions of 


members of the Uniformed Services, nominations 
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For- 
eign Service officers. 





Submitted June 18 


Samuel W. Bodman, 


of Massachusetts, to be Deputy Secretary of 


Commerce, vice Robert L. Mallett, resigned. 


Michael ]. Garcia, 

of New York, to be an Assistant Secretary 
of Commerce, vice F. Amanda DeBusk, re- 
signed. 


Joseph E. Schmitz, 
of Maryland, to be Inspector General, De- 
partment of Defense, vice Eleanor Hill. 


Terry L. Wooten, 

of South Carolina, to be U.S. District Judge 
for the District of South Carolina (new posi- 
tion). 


Submitted June 19 


Laurie Smith Camp, 

of Nebraska, to be U.S District Judge for the 
District of Nebraska, vice William G. Cam- 
bridge, retired. 
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Paul G. Cassell, 
of Utah, to be-U.S District Judge for the Dis- 
trict of Utah, vice David Sam, retired. 


Sharee M. Freeman, 

of Virginia, to be Director, Community Rela- 
tions Service, for a term of 4 years, vice Rose 
Ochi, term expired. 


Michael E. Guest, 

of South Carolina, a career member of the 
Senior Foreign Service, class of Minister- 
Counselor, to be Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to Romania. 


James R. Moseley, 
of Indiana, to be Deputy Secretary of Agri- 
culture, vice Richard E. Rominger, resigned. 


Michael Parker, 
of Mississippi, to be an Assistant Secretary 
of the Army, vice Joseph W. Westphal. 


Submitted June 20 


John D. Bates, 

of Maryland, to be U.S. District Judge for 
the District of Columbia, vice Stanley S. Har- 
ris, retired. 


Reggie B. Walton, 

of the District of Columbia, to be U.S. Dis- 
trict Judge for the District of Columbia, vice 
Stanley Sporkin, retired. 


Submitted June 21 


Harris L. Hartz, 

of New Mexico, to be U.S. Circuit Judge for 
the Tenth Circuit, vice Bobby Ray Baldock, 
retired. 


Jon M. Huntsman, Jr., 

of Utah, to be a Deputy U.S. Trade Rep- 
resentative, with the rank of Ambassador, 
vice Susan G. Esserman, resigned. 


Hilda Gay Legg, 

of Kentucky, to be Administrator, Rural Util- 
ities Service, Department of Agriculture, vice 
Christopher A. McLean, resigned. 


Michael Minoru Fawn Liu, 

of Illinois, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
Housing and Urban Development, vice 
Harold Lucas, resigned. 
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Robert Pasternack, 

of New Mexico, to be Assistant Secretary for 
Special Education and Rehabilitative Serv- 
ices, Department of Education, vice Judith 
Heumann, resigned. 


Mark Edward Rey, 

of the District of Columbia, to be Under Sec- 
retary of Agriculture for Natural Resources 
and Environment, vice James R. Lyons. 


Mary Ellen Coster Williams, 

of Maryland, to be a Judge of the U.S. Court 
of Federal Claims for a term of 15 years, 
vice Sarah L. Wilson. 


Joanne M. Wilson, 

of Louisiana, to be Commissioner of the Re- 
habilitation Services Administration, Depart- 
ment of Education, vice Frederic K. Schroe- 
der, resigned. 


Submitted June 22 


Peter R. Chaveas, 

of Pennsylvania, a career member of the Sen- 
ior Foreign Service, class of Minister-Coun- 
selor, to be Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to the Republic of Sierra Leone. 


Richard R. Clifton, 

of Hawaii, to be U.S. Circuit Judge for the 
Ninth Circuit, vice Cynthia Holcomb Hall, 
retired. 


Richard Henry Jones, 
of Nebraska, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor, 
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni- 
potentiary of the United States of America 
to the State of Kuwait. 


Carolyn B. Kuhl, 

of California, to be U.S. Circuit Judge for 
the Ninth Circuit, vice James R. Browning, 
retired. 


Nancy J. Powell, 

of Iowa, a career member of the Senior For- 
eign Service, class of Minister-Counselor, to 
be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni- 
potentiary of the United States of America 
to the Republic of Ghana. 





Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 





The following list contains releases of the Office 
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as 
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of 
Other White House Announcements. 





Released June 16 


Transcript of a press briefing by Secretary 
of State Colin L. Powell and National Secu- 
rity Adviser Condoleezza Rice on the Presi- 
dent’s meeting with President Putin of Rus- 
sia 


Released June 18 


Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec- 
retary Ari Fleischer 


Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to the State of Florida 
Released June 19 


Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec- 
retary Ari Fleischer 


Statement by the Press Secretary on the ap- 
pointment of Stephen E. Biegun as Execu- 
tive Secretary of the National Security Coun- 
cil 


Announcement: President Bush Appoints his 
First Class of White House Fellows 


Released June 20 


Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec- 
retary Ari Fleischer 


Released June 21 


Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec- 
retary Ari Fleischer 


Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to the State of Mississippi 


Released June 22 


Statement by the Press Secretary: U.S.-Po- 
land Comprehensive Trade Package 


Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to the Commonwealth of Pennsyl- 
vania 
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NOTE: No acts approved by the President were 
Acts Approved received by the Office of the Federal Register 
by the President during the period covered by this issue 
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